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OPINION

O
riginally known 
as Armistice Day, 
Veterans Day was 
� rst celebrated 
Nov. 11, 1919, on 

the � rst anniversary of the end 
of World War I. It became an 
annual observance in 1926 and 
a national holiday in 1938.

When Veterans Day became 
the of� cial name in 1954, the 
legislation noted the day was 
set aside to honor all Americans 
who served their country during 
war or peacetime. 

Each year, communities 
around the nation hold parades, 
many churches recognize veter-
ans during one of their services 
and a special ceremony takes 
place at the Tomb of the Un-
known Soldier in Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery in Virginia.

We also like to share faith-
based features in early Novem-
ber in The Baptist Paper about 
some of our oldest veterans. For 
this year’s feature, see the story 
on page 12.

At 99, Wilbert Terry is among 
24.4% of the 16.5 million veter-
ans living in the U.S. age 75 or 
older, according to the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau.

That’s nearly 4 million who 
served in a time when news trav-
eled much slower, and technol-
ogy was vastly different. It’s also 
a large number who have seen 
many changes in our nation and 

world since those early days of 
their service.

Capturing their stories and 
listening to their perspectives 
would be a gift to us as well as 
them, even if they can’t bear to 
share all they’ve experienced be-
cause the pain is too deep.

We sometimes forget the bur-
den many veterans carry, espe-
cially those who served during 
wartime. 

They work to protect us not 
only on the battle� eld, but also 
when they return home and tuck 
the haunting images down deep.

Sacri� ce and sel� essness come 
to mind when I think of those 
who serve, have served and will 
eventually serve.

I’m also grateful more mental 
health resources reportedly are 
being made available for our vet-
erans. Improving the quality of 
care at VA hospitals also seems 
to have surfaced as a priority.

It makes me sad to think some-
one could serve in the U.S. mili-
tary and be among those � ght-
ing for our freedoms, but return 
home without the quality of life 
we expect for ourselves.

We appreciate all of you who 
advocate for our veterans in the 
various areas needing attention. 

To the families of veterans: we 
want you to know we see you 
too. You sacri� ce as well when 
your loved one enlists and espe-
cially when he or she is called 
out for duty.

As Veterans Day approaches 
each year, I’m drawn to those 
from WWII. They seem larger 
than life to me.

I also recall the sentiment 
shared with me in recent years 
from a veteran close to my age: 

“When I’ve been in uniform 
throughout my career, random 
people have walked up to thank 
me for my service or buy my 
lunch,” he said. “There also have 
been times when applause broke 
out as I walked through a restau-
rant or an airport.

“While I appreciate their ap-
preciation, what I really wanted 
to say was, ‘Don’t thank me. ... 
Just live a life worthy of living 
so my service and the sacri� ces I 
made for you were not in vain.’”

Acknowledging sacrifi ces made for us provides healthy perspective

RASHIONAL
THOUGHTS

jrash@thebaptistpaper.org                @RashionalThts

By Jennifer 
Davis Rash

President and 
Editor-in-Chief
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Weak discipleship?
A Pew Research Center study 

in 2019 revealed sermons typi-
cally last 37 minutes. 

When I visit churches, there 
are typically 25 minutes of praise 
music, maybe 30 seconds devoted 
to prayer and 40-plus minutes 
of preaching. Invitations are five 
minutes or nonexistent.

During the Jesus Movement 
in the mid-70s, one Sunday our 
pastor gave the invitation first 
and several came forward and got 
saved. Most Sundays he would 
speak 20 minutes, and we’d easily 

have a 20-minute invitation. 
At that time church members 

were far more involved in the 
service with testimonies, missions 
reports, prayer needs and through 
specials by the choir, youth en-
sembles or soloists.

Is it because our discipling in 
churches is so weak pastors feel 
they have to do it all in one ser-
mon a week rather than through 
various training opportunities?  

Mark Snowden
Director of missional leadership
Cincinnati Area Baptist Association

By O’Shea Lowery
Entrusted Hope Ministries

Look at the lesson, not the offense

voiceyourOPINION

SHARE YOUR COMMENTS, LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, BLOG EXCERPTS, SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS

SHARE ONLINE 
OR EMAIL NEWS@
THEBAPTISTPAPER.ORG

One day as I was carrying 
out my normal routine, the 
memory of a past offense 

abruptly caught me off guard. 
Out of nowhere the intruder cap-

tivated my mind in an attempt to 
draw my attention to the previous 
hurt that had once been inflicted. 

As I found myself dwelling on 
the particular action, my emotions 
were reaping the consequence of 
such thinking. 

However, before it was allowed 
to linger any longer, the Lord inter-
vened. Suddenly I heard the Holy 
Spirit whisper to my soul, “Look at 
the lesson, not the offense.” I knew 
immediately what the Lord was 
steering me to remember. 

We all have those moments when 
the Lord teaches us lessons we will 
never forget. This particular offense 
birthed such a moment. 

When an offense comes, you and 
I will either walk into the classroom 
where Jesus is the teacher, or we 
will walk into the classroom where 
the enemy presides to instruct. 

How do we know in which class-
room we are? I am glad you asked.

The Savior’s classroom 
When we walk into the classroom 

of our Savior, He will instruct us 
biblically how to handle the of-
fense, as well as the offender. 

If we stay with Jesus through it 
all, diving into His word and be-

ing obedient to what He instructs 
us to do, we will walk out of that 
classroom a transformed student — 
healed, loving the person who hurt 
us and in awe of the Teacher who 
instructed us.  

The enemy’s classroom 
When an offense comes, and we 

allow ourselves to be instructed 
by the enemy, we will quickly find 
ourselves engaging in the follow-
ing: 

1. We will be instructed to view 
the offense through the eyes of the 
enemy. 

2. We will be instructed to view 
the person who hurt us through a 
lens of bitterness. 

3. We will be instructed against 
forgiveness and encouraged to hold 
grudges we were never meant to 
hold. 

4. We will walk out of his class-
room bitter, wounded and vengeful 
with no peace and no solutions. 

Joseph was a person whom God 
Himself had transformed. Joseph’s 
family mistreated him, sold him 
into slavery and lied against him. 

Yet, in the end Joseph viewed the 
entire situation through the lens of 
Christ. 

Instead of dwelling on the offense 
itself, he saw the purpose for what 
had happened and pointed others to 
do the same. He experienced recon-
ciliation with his family. He experi-
enced the peace of God.  

“As for you, you meant evil 

against me, but God meant it for 
good in order to bring about this 
present result, to preserve many 
people alive” (Gen. 50:20). 

On the day the offense resur-
faced in my mind, I realized what 
the enemy was after, and so did 
the Lord. As stated previously, the 
enemy wanted me to dwell on the 
hurt, while the Lord wanted me to 
remember the lesson.   

Whatever offense you are hold-
ing on to today, release it — as well 
as the offender — into the loving 
hands of Jesus. 

Walk into His classroom, fall on 
bended knees and allow Him to 
guide you and transform your life. 
Refuse to allow the offense and the 
offender to mold you. 

Instead, allow the Teacher Him-
self to transform you. He loves you 
so much.

EDITOR’S NOTE — O’Shea 
Lowery is a speaker, writer and 
podcaster. She leads Entrusted 
Hope Ministries and this blog post 
first appeared at entrustedhopemi-
nistries.org. Reprinted with permis-
sion.
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By Sam Wolfe, evangelist
Huntsville, Ala.

A report earlier this year 
revealed the greatest de-

cline in baptisms and member-
ship in the Southern Baptist 
Convention in 100 years. 

Thousands of SBC churches 
are in repose, headed for their 
demise. 

Thousands of churches have 
ceased to grow and are on a nu-
merical plateau or in a down-
ward spiral. 

There are reasons why most 
of these churches do not grow. 
Here are two primary reasons:  

1. The great Bible principle 
of intercession is abandoned.  

In His sovereignty, God has 
chosen to limit Himself to the 
intercession of His people.  

What God does, He does in 
His people, with His people 
and through His people. 

Churches die when there is 
no intercession, for God does 
not work independently of His 
people.  

Intercession is not merely 
calling the names of others in 
prayer. 

A study of the life of Jesus 
reveals His intercession. Jesus 
cried, sighed, travailed with 
sorrow, grief and tears. 

The truth is: To win souls we 
must weep over souls. We must 
suffer for them as Jesus did.     

During His life on earth, Je-
sus had compassion for people 
and prayed with “strong crying 
and with tears.” 

2. There is a lack of under-
standing the Christian life.  

To reach people for Christ, 
we must first understand the 
following: 
4The gospel. 
4How to become a Christian.
4Repentance and faith.
4Forgiveness.
4What a Christian is.
4What the Christian life is.
4How to live it. 

2 reasons 
churches 
might die

TwitterverseFROM THE

@williemclaurin
If you are called to lead ... LEAD!

@nathanafinn
I am genuinely thankful for con-

trarians, curmudgeons, devil’s advo-
cates and whatabouters. They aren’t 
always right. They aren’t always 
kind. They sometimes wear other 
folks out. But they also often help us 
to think more clearly, and they help 
keep us honest.

@PuritanMines
What you are in secret is what you 

really are. —John Owen

@mhenslee
Why is it that some Christians 

although they hear many sermons, 
make but slow advances in the di-
vine life? Because they neglect their 

closets, and do not thoughtfully 
meditate on God’s word. 

—C.H. Spurgeon

@macbunson
Churches today are looking for a 

pastor that reflects the culture rather 
than looking for God’s man who re-
flects Christ.

@shane_pruitt78
Gen Z is the least-religious-over-

ly-entertained generation in history. 
So, the primary role of college pas-
tors & student pastors is not to be 
entertainers or event organizers. The 
primary role is to be evangelists, 
missionaries & disciple makers.

@markwillworship
God’s church isn’t in trouble. 

Man’s church is. —J.C. Ryle

@brettlpitman
This morning (Oct. 23) we bap-

tized people for the eighth week in 
a row! I love my church, and I love 
what Jesus is doing in my church! 

@davideprince
Ministry will always be a battle: 

opposition, attacks, difficulties & 
persecution. But there will be a Lyd-
ia, a slave girl, a jailer, a Dionysius, 
a Damaris, a Jason, a Crispus & 
others. Jesus promises “I have many 
people in this city” (Acts 18:10).

@GrantEthridge
One of the strongest temptations 

is to forget all the good God has 
done for you and all the good He 
has for us and start lusting after the 
old life.

“I (JESUS) AM THE VINE; YOU ARE THE BRANCHES. IF YOU REMAIN IN ME AND I 
IN YOU, YOU WILL BEAR MUCH FRUIT; APART FROM ME YOU CAN DO NOTHING.”

J O H N  1 5 : 5

The Bible says, “So be careful 
how you live. Don’t live like fools, 
but like those who are wise” (Eph. 
5:15). We Christ-followers must live 
like Christ-followers because others 
are always watching. 

Every one of us has influence, and 
we are in the process of influencing 
someone for the better or for worse. 
Sociologists tell us that even the 
most introverted of us will influence 
10,000 people during his or her life-
time. Unbelievable!  

Influence is a mystery. J.R. Miller 
put it well: “There have been meet-
ings of only a moment which have 
left impressions for life, for eternity. 
No one can understand that mys-
terious thing we call influence, yet 
every one of us continually exerts 
influence, either to heal, to bless, to 
leave marks of beauty; or to wound, 
to hurt, to poison, to stain other 
lives.”

Pastor David L. Chancey
McDonough Road Baptist Church
Fayetteville, Georgia

It can be easy in times of dis-
comfort to get stuck in the emo-
tions of fear, doubt and anxiety. 

But one of my past Sunday 
School leaders once put it this 
way: God doesn’t call the equipped 
— He equips the called. 

When we feel uncomfortable, we 
can bring every aspect of the situa-
tion or decision to God in prayer. 

We can find assurance in remem-
bering He has equipped us and will 
continue to grant us boldness to 
speak and live out His word. 

Let that be our prayer so when 
others ask, “By what power, or in 
what name, have you done this?” 
like the elders did (Acts 4:7), the 
first words we speak are the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

Megan Harris
the-scroll.com

Speaking as an older (62) de-
nominational servant, when 
churches discount older candidates 
due to age they are potentially 

missing out on a wealth of pastoral 
experience and wisdom.

Chuck Register
Director, mission catalysts group
Baptist State Convention of NC

“Relationships happen in small 
groups. Small groups function 
best when they are relational,” 
said Donna Prince, who teaches 
a weekly women’s Bible study at 
Tate Springs Baptist Church in 
Arlington, Texas. 

“If I was ever doubtful that God 
still worked miracles, I was defi-
nitely proven wrong and believe 
completely that God is a miracle-
working God,” said Rick Brown, 
a member of Northside Baptist 
Church in Jasper, Alabama. 

Brown recovered from a near-
fatal bout with COVID-19 and 
two leg amputations. “I’m here 
because God allowed me to live 
again,” he shared with The Ala-
bama Baptist.
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D
aily conversations hold 
possibilities for sharing 
the gospel in Central 
Asia — and Interna-
tional Mission Board 

missionary Josh Oakes is looking 
for each opportunity.

Small talk about the weather? Josh 
will introduce God as the Creator 
and Sustainer of life.

A comment about politics? Josh 
sees an open door to talk about the 
fallenness of man and our need for a 
Savior.

Day to day Josh uses what he calls 
gospel hooks to start spiritual con-
versations.

Turning quickly to deeper topics, 
he listens to discern whether the 
person is searching for truth or is 
closed and uninterested. In this way, 
he is using the gospel as a filter to 
determine where God is working in 
people’s hearts. 

Gospel hooks vary depending on 
cultures.

Missionaries who live and serve 
among the lost learn the culture and 
develop long-term relationships with 
the people. This presence leads to 
an understanding of how the gospel 
can best be shared with a particular 
people group. 

Best approach
“Different people think about 

anthropology or factors like age or 
gender as whether or not this person 
is going to be interested in the gos-
pel, but what we have found is what 
Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 2:15–
17 is the best approach,” Josh said. 

“We want to smell like God — to 
be the aroma of Christ to everyone. 
For those we smell like life to, then 
they are going to want to be around 
us more. When we smell like death, 
they are going to distance them-
selves.”

Toward the end of the pandemic, 
Josh’s readiness to seize opportuni-
ties using gospel hooks started a 
spiritual conversation with a man 
named Good News.

Names provide a great opportu-
nity in Central Asia for launching 
into deeper topics, because they 
usually have special meaning.  

Josh began telling the man that 
gospel translates to good news — 
the term Christians use for describ-
ing the gift Jesus gives to us. 

Meanwhile, two more men 
walked into the room. 

By Sarah Alexander
International Mission Board

Everyday conversations spark opportunities to share Christ in Central Asia

‘Gospel hooks’

The first man’s name was Abra-
ham, and the second man’s name 
meant salvation.

“I laughed and told them that it 
seemed like God was wanting me 
to share something very important 
with all of them,” he said.

The men seemed interested, so 
Josh explained the meaning of their 
names. Their names reminded him 
of the good news that a descendant 
of Abraham came to earth, provid-
ing salvation for the world by giv-
ing His life as a sacrifice for sin.

At just that moment, a man 

named Hussein walked in the door. 
“I froze and told the other men in 

the room that Hussein was an Ara-
bic name so I didn’t know what it 
meant,” Josh said. 

“They laughed and said they 
didn’t know if it connected with the 
message I was sharing with them or 
not.”

‘Jesus’ sent him
Hussein looked confused, but 

then he turned to the man named 
Good News and said that he had 
come to this office because Isa (the 
Arabic rendering of Jesus and a 
common name in Central Asia) had 
sent him. 

“The men in the room then all 
looked at me surprised. Isa had told 
Hussein to go to the office of Good 
News to ask a question while Abra-
ham and Salvation were there hear-
ing the gospel!” Josh explained.

While none of the men imme-
diately responded to the gospel 
message, Josh believes God orches-
trated these events.

“Five men heard the gospel that 
day, and one of them asked if we 
could exchange phone numbers. 
Praise the Lord!” Josh said.

Leading a team in evangelism and 
church planting, Josh encourages 
his coworkers to be ready at any 
moment for opportunities to talk 
about Jesus. 

He believes the more they speak 
of Him, the more readily they will 
be able to discern where to invest in 
deeper relationships.

“Time is our most valuable re-
source, so we want to be intentional 
to engage in these spiritual conver-
sations,” Josh added.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Some names 
have been changed for security rea-
sons.

IMB photo

 A group of Zaza men sit and chat after a wedding celebration. The men often 
gather and visit throughout the day of the wedding at the home of the groom. 

The Zaza are a people group who live in Turkey. 

“WE WANT TO SMELL LIKE GOD — TO BE THE 
AROMA OF CHRIST TO EVERYONE.”

J O S H  O A K E S
I M B  M I S S I O N A R Y
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NEWS

headline news
Goat farming opens doors among 
North African people group

Goat farming might not spring to mind when 
you think of the role of missionaries, but Herald 
and Sarah Singer found a valuable way to build 
relationships and transform lives. As International 
Mission Board missionaries, the Singers use goats 
to share the word 
of God and help 
women provide for 
their families.

Before they were 
forced to move dur-
ing the COVID-19 
pandemic, they 
helped operate a 
goat farm in North-
ern Africa with 
team members and local friends hired to manage 
much of the daily caretaking of the goats. The 
animals provide milk, butter and cheese. 

“One of our goals is to get involved with the lo-
cal people and share our faith in their daily lives,” 
Sarah said.

Names may have been changed to protect iden-
tity. (IMB)

Americans OK with Supreme Court 
ruling on prayer at football games

Most Americans don’t mind prayer at football 
games, maybe because they don’t think it’ll make 
much of a difference over who wins.

More than half of Americans (54%) say they 
approve of the recent Supreme Court decision 
to allow a public high school football coach to 
pray on the field, according to an AP-NORC poll. 
Those who say religion is important to their lives 
(77%) and self-identified born-again Christians 
(79%) were among the most likely to support the 
decision.

Less than half of Americans (48%) say they’re 
worried it might make some students feel pres-
sured to participate in the prayer. Fewer say 
they’re concerned the Supreme Court decision 
might make some feel less welcome to partici-
pate in high school sports (46%) or might lead to 
other public officials praying with students during 
school hours (39%).

More than half of Americans (52%) approve of 
players expressing their faith by thanking God 
while on the field, while 9% disapprove. Half 
(50%) support praying on the field, and 15% are 
opposed. (Lifeway Research)

Fulani terrorists kill more than 70 
Christians in central Nigeria

Fulani herdsmen recently killed more than 70 
Christians in a village in central Nigeria, prompt-
ing state officials to declare that lack of govern-
ment protection means citizens must defend 
themselves.

In what a Benue State police official suspected 
was a revenge attack for the alleged killing of five 
Fulani herders in three different incidents in the 
area on Oct. 18, herdsmen the next day attacked 
Gbeji village in Ukum County, Benue State.

In the 2022 World Watch List of the countries 
where it is most difficult to be a Christian, Nige-
ria ranks No. 7. (Morning Star News)

Americans’ theological beliefs reveal 
shift in post-pandemic world

Americans experienced seismic changes over 
the past two years, including, for many, how they 
attend church. The shift in behavior appears to 
coincide with a shift in theology, research shows.

The biennial State of Theology study conducted 
by Lifeway Research found relative stability in 
some of the religious and cultural beliefs U.S. 
adults hold. In March 2020, as the COVID-19 
pandemic was just beginning in the United States, 
58% of Americans said worshipping alone or 
with one’s family was a valid replacement for 
regularly attending church, with 26% strongly 
agreeing.

In 2022, 66% believe worshipping apart from a 
local congregation is as valid as worshipping with 
one, with 35% strongly agreeing.

Additionally, most Americans (56%) don’t 
believe every Christian has an obligation to join 
a local church. Fewer than 2 in 5 (36%) say this 
is something all Christians should do. (Lifeway 
Research)

IMB personnel, HBCU leaders  
share the gospel in Brazil

A group of International Mission Board mis-
sionaries and leaders from historically Black col-
leges and universities walked into a community in 
São Paulo, Brazil, to share hope and the gospel.

IMB missionary Aaron Stormer and his wife, 
Melissa, led the team alongside IMB missionar-
ies Eric and Ramona Reese, who have served in 
Brazil since November 1999. Participants from 
Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
included Jon and Heather Nelson, the pastor and 
pastor’s wife at Soma Community Church and 

campus ministers at Lincoln University. Other 
participants included leaders from the University 
of Arkansas Pine Bluff.

IMB President Paul Chitwood said, “We highly 
value our Baptist campus ministries across the 
U.S. and their partnership with IMB to prepare 
students for the missions field, both short-term 
and as part of the next generation of career mis-
sionaries.”

To learn more, visit imb.org/nextgen. Or, con-
tact info@imb.org. (IMB)

IMB pipeline surpasses 1,100;  
‘room for more,’ Chitwood says

Four years ago, 300 candidates waited in the In-
ternational Mission Board’s missionary pipeline, 
considering a call to the nations.

That pipeline recently surpassed the 1,100 
mark, the highest in decades. IMB reports that 
3,552 field personnel are currently serving.

One of the 2025 strategic objectives for IMB is 
to send an additional 500 missionaries.

“The missionary candidate pipeline is grow-
ing again but we have room for more, and a lost 
world needs more, to begin their journey to the 
nations.” said IMB President Paul Chitwood.

For more information, visit imb.org/go or email 
info@imb.org. (IMB)

Church planting leader encourages 
pastors through Iron Man challenge

Six ironman triathlons over six consecutive 
days in six New England states sounds impos-
sible, but church leader Jason Hodges pulled it 
off.

His goal was to glorify God by encouraging 
pastors and church planters through emphasiz-

ing longevity in 
their ministries. 
Hodges serves as 
a church plant-
ing leader for 
Send Network, 
the church plant-
ing ministry of the 
North American 
Mission Board. 

While Hodges 
swam 2.4 miles, biked 112 miles and ran 26.2 
miles to complete a triathlon each day, a friend 
followed along, creating a short documentary 
highlighting six themes for enduring through 
difficult seasons and challenges. (NAMB)

International & national

IMB Photo

NAMB photo

N E W S  I T E M S  C O M P I L E D  B Y  S H A W N  H E N D R I C K S  A N D  T H E  B A P T I S T  P A P E R  S T A F F
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By Garold Smith
Florida Baptist Convention

beside you’
‘Right

I
n a section of the northeastern 
U.S. that was once the cradle 
of American independence 
and the Great Awakening, re-
ligion is no longer part of the 

culture.
Instead, like the historic churches 

that sit empty and unused, the gos-
pel is often viewed as part of a once-
important past no longer relevant 
or necessary to modern life in New 
England.

For pastors trying to share Jesus in 
a spiritual darkness akin to modern 
Europe, the indifference and remote-
ness they face can be discouraging. 

So a team of Florida Baptist pas-
tors, led by Craig Culbreth, East 
region catalyst for the Florida Bap-
tist Convention, traveled to New 
England to offer encouragement and 
friendship to pastors there.

The idea of the pastor-to-pastor 
connection was first birthed in Feb-
ruary when Hal Haller, associate 
executive director of the Baptist 
Convention of New England, visited 
with South Florida Baptist pastors.

‘Come alongside’
“We need your pastors to come 

alongside our pastors to encourage 
them and pray for them,” he said.

BCNE serves approximately 380 
churches spread across Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Ver-
mont, New Hampshire and Maine, 
and Haller already had a connection 
with Florida Baptists. He had plant-
ed Living Hope Baptist Church in 
Middleburg, Florida, in 2012 and 
worked in church planting with 
the Jacksonville Baptist Association. 

Culbreth, who has embraced the 
partnership opportunity that would 
reach beyond geography and into 
the hearts of pastors and their con-

“Our team met with 18 pastors 
over the week; we ... got to pray 
with them and bless them with gift 
cards and meals.”

While encouraging the New Eng-
land Baptist pastors, the Florida 

Baptist pastors returned 
home encouraged and 
inspired.

Daniel Helms, pas-
tor at The Branch 
Community Church in 
Palatka, decided to go 
on the trip to capture 
the needs of the BCNE 
churches.

“The Lord taught 
me that I have a responsibility in 
Palatka to raise up disciples who 
are willing to go across cultures to 
spread the good news ... even if that 
other culture is in New England and 
not Uganda.”

Clint Wagnon, pastor at CrossWay 

Church in Deltona, also sensed God 
leading him to go on the trip.

“Given the influence the region 
has on American culture and the 
need for gospel work in the region, 
we sensed God was leading us to go 
see for ourselves how we could join 
His mission,” he said.

Tremendous opportunity
Wagnon said they returned with a 

clear mission. 
“The need and opportunity are 

tremendous, but the workers are 
few,” he said. “It made me pray for 
potential planters and pastors across 
the nation to hear the ‘New England 
call’ like Paul heard the plea from 
Macedonia in his midnight vision.”

Terry Dorsett, BCNE executive 
director, sees hope, opportunity and 
God’s hand at work in the develop-
ing partnership.

“Though New England may be 
one of the least religious regions in 
the nation,” he noted, “that does not 
mean God is not working. Pre- 
COVID, we had record baptisms ... 
and BCNE has joined with our part-
ners to help ... plant 169 new con-
gregations in the past 15 years.”

Culbreth said the past two years 
have been hard on churches and 
pastors throughout the U.S., but 
more so in New England which 
spent a lot more time shut down 
than did Florida.

“It just reminded me how im-
portant it is to encourage and stay 
connected to our pastors. Our little 
statement, ‘Right Beside You’ (the 
Florida Baptist Convention tag line) 
is more important than it was when 
we came up with it seven years 
ago,” Culbreth reflected. “Seven 
years ago, it was cool; today, it is a 
necessity.”

gregations, gathered a team of pas-
tors from his region and prepared 
them to go to New England.

“These Florida pastors had never 
met before, so we did several Zoom 
calls prior to the trip,” Culbreth 
said.

The Florida team, 
which included wives 
of some of the pastors, 
drove between church-
es, towns and com-
munities throughout 
western Massachusetts, 
Connecticut and Rhode 
Island.

They visited small ru-
ral congregations, historic churches 
in Boston and a chapel near Yale 
University in Connecticut.

“The trip was about congregations 
encouraging congregations and pas-
tors encouraging pastors,” Culbreth 
said. 

Florida Baptists encourage New England pastors, return inspired

Photo courtesy of the Florida Baptist Convention

Prayer undergirds the developing partnership between Florida 
Baptists and New England Baptists.

TO READ MORE 
STORIES LIKE THIS 
ABOUT FLORIDA 
BAPTISTS, VISIT 
FLBAPTIST.ORG/
WITNESS.
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NEWS

Headline news
Georgia

Residents of Palmetto Park Senior Living, a 
ministry of Baptist Retirement Communities of 
Georgia, attended an old-fashioned revival meet-
ing Sept. 25–30. 

Preachers for the week included Georgia Bap-
tist Convention President Kevin Williams, pastor 
of First Baptist Church Villa Rica; Ken Bevel, as-
sociate pastor of Sherwood Baptist Church in Al-
bany who costarred in the Christian films “Fire-
proof” and “Courageous”; Andy Hannah, pastor 
of First Baptist Church Lovejoy; Paul Mims, 
chaplain of Palmetto Park Retirement Village; 
and Craig Bowers, pastor of Wynnbrook Baptist 
Church in Columbus. 

Last year Mat-
thew Gaylon, 
executive director 
of Palmetto Park, 
decided to imple-
ment a vision he 
had for establishing 
a spiritual awak-
ening among the 
occupants of his 
facilities. He called 
the people to prayer, secured the preachers and 
singers and rented a tent. 

To encourage residents to continue seeking 
God, he chose “Fan the Flame” for the theme of 
this year’s revival, he said. (The Christian Index)

Mississippi
Ben Burnett was recently inaugurated as the 

10th president of William Carey University in 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi.

He replaces recently retired 
Tommy King, who served near-
ly six decades.

“I have to admit that envi-
sioning myself as a college 
president has been the most 
difficult task ... as an educator,” 
Burnett said during the Oct. 10 
ceremony. “It’s more than evi-
dent to me that I would not be 
standing before you today un-

less God had blessed me.”
Burnett served two terms as superintendent of 

the Lamar County School District. He retired 
from public education in 2014 and became 
dean of the WCU School of Education. He also 
served as WCU’s executive vice president from 
April 2020 until Aug. 16, his first official day as 
president of the university. (The Baptist Record)

Missouri
Hannibal-LaGrange University has named 

Robert J. Matz as its 18th president. Matz was 
appointed by the full board of trustees at the fall 
meeting Oct. 14.

Since July 2021, Matz has 
served HLGU as vice president 
of academic administration, 
dean of the faculty and profes-
sor of theology and preaching. 
In March, Matz was named the 
acting executive vice president 
as Rodney Harrison was named 
transitional president.

Matz is a graduate of Vander-
bilt University with a bachelor 
of engineering. He earned a master’s of divinity 
from Southwestern Seminary and a doctor of phi-
losophy degree from Liberty University.

Matz has served as pastor of churches in Texas, 
Virginia and Missouri and led in the revitalization 
of Blue Hills Baptist Church in Independence, 
Missouri. Prior to coming to HLGU, Matz served 
at Midwestern Seminary for 10 years in adminis-
tration and as faculty.

He and his wife, Jessica, have three children. 
They are members of Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Hannibal. (The Pathway)

Montana
Montana Christian College inaugurated Marvin 

Jones as its eighth president in an Oct. 20 cer-
emony convened on the school’s campus in Ka-
lispell, Montana. 

Drawing from across Montana and states as 
far away as Texas, Arkansas, Oklahoma, Missis-
sippi and California, about 100 people attended 
the event that featured members of the college’s 
board of directors, longtime friends of Jones and 
Montana State Representative Matt Regier. 

Others associated with Southern Baptist enti-
ties also attended: Emir Caner, 
president of Truett McConnell 
University, Cleveland, Georgia; 
Blake Thompson, president of 
Mississippi College, Jackson, 
Mississippi; and Adam Groza, 
Gateway Seminary, Ontario, 
California. 

Introduced by Barrett Duke, 
executive director of the Mon-
tana Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, inaugural speakers refer-
enced numerous biblical passages to encourage 
and challenge Jones. 

Keynote speaker Stephen Rummage, pastor of 
Quail Springs Baptist Church in Oklahoma City, 
related from Titus 1:7–9 the pastoral qualifica-
tions which he applied to any Christian leader. 

“Leadership is always stewardship,” he said. 
Like a servant overseeing the master’s house, he’s 
not the owner of the house, but he’s been given 
responsibility for the house “because the master 
has charged him with it.” 

Ronnie Rogers, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church 
in Norman, Oklahoma, and Luke Taylor, pastor 
of Veneration Church in Kalispell, Montana, also 
shared challenges. (Norm Miller)

Texas
A new ministry center will open in Laredo, 

Texas, as part of a partnership between Texas 
Baptists River Ministry and Send Relief. The cen-
ter will serve Laredo and the wider Rio Grande 
Valley area by connecting churches to ministry 
opportunities on the U.S.-Mexico border.

Send Relief min-
istry centers are 
designed to meet 
the specific needs 
in their local area, 
while training 
churches to repli-
cate the ministry in 
their own commu-
nities. 

The Texas Bap-
tists River Ministry, a ministry effort with the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas, has been 
working in the Rio Grande Valley for 55 years to 
connect churches in Texas to projects along the 
Texas-Mexico border and support 15 missionar-
ies who work in cities on both sides of the border. 
(Send Relief)

Texas
Ten Texas Baptist Men volunteers took their 

expertise in mass feeding to Israel recently to 
learn how to provide those services in a culturally 
appropriate manner in Israel. The group now has 
more kosher-trained volunteers. 

The effort is part of a TBM partnership with 
Emergency Volunteers Program in Israel to pro-
vide meals after crises such as natural disasters 
and terrorist attacks.

Now, both Israel and TBM are ready to expand 
the effort, which is preparing for “any kind of 
emergency,” said John-Travis Smith, TBM as-
sociate executive director and liaison with Israeli 
leadership. (Baptist Standard)

from the states

Photo courtesy of The Christian Index

Photo courtesy of BGCT

N E W S  I T E M S  C O M P I L E D  B Y  S H A W N  H E N D R I C K S  A N D  T H E  B A P T I S T  P A P E R  S T A F F

BURNETT

MATZ

JONES



PAGE 10 / THE BAPTIST PAPER / NOVEMBER 10, 2022

M
ike Carlisle re-
called feeling like 
a “businessman 
wearing a ministry 
hat” in his first 

church staff position.
Perhaps it was his early career in 

the cable television business that 
50 years later continues to encap-
sulate the entrepreneurial way Car-
lisle leads the San Diego Southern 
Baptist Association.

God’s purpose
“The high point here [as direc-

tor of missions of SDSBA] would 
be a vision to bring the church 
together,” Carlisle told The Baptist 
Paper. “All my ministry I’ve asked, 
‘God, what’s Your purpose for my 
church?’ As I’ve grown, I’ve real-
ized from God’s point of view that 
it’s the wrong question. Better to 
ask, ‘God, what’s Your purpose for 
this region?’

“From God’s point of view,” 
Carlisle continued, “why can’t we 
work together to accomplish the 
same goal? Why can’t we work 
together for the 
greatest good? We 
see the church as the 
congregation. God 
sees the church as 
His body. If I could 
do it again, I’d try to 
be more unified with 
my peers across de-
nominational lines.”

Carlisle’s drive for 
continual improve-
ment is as apparent 
in his 59-year mar-
riage to Judy Allen 
Carlisle as in min-
istry.

“Women’s needs 
are different from men’s,” Carlisle 
said. “I had to learn that and am 
still learning. Peter ... said, ‘Live 

with your wife in an understanding 
way’ (1 Pet. 3:7). Life situations 
change over time. We both had to 
learn how to be spouses and par-

ents and reconnect 
when the children 
leave home.

“I’m learning a 
woman has three T 
needs: time, touch 
and talk,” he noted, 
pointing out that 
Judy also had some 
lessons to share.

His wife inter-
jected. “Men need 
RAS,” she said. 
“The acronym 
stands for respect 
(Eph. 5:33), admira-
tion and submission 
(Col. 3:18). When 

Mike and I lead marriage retreats, 
we humorously say men must learn 
to Ts their wife. She must RAS 

her husband — makes it easy to 
recall.”

The couple’s long-standing mar-
riage includes a close partnership 
in ministry.

Gaining experience
Even before Mike became min-

ister of evangelism at Capistrano 
Valley Baptist Church in San Juan 
Capistrano, California, in 1972, 
Judy honed her hospitality apti-
tude, inviting guest speakers and 
leaders to their homes.

The family moved to Fort Worth, 
Texas, three years after Carlisle’s 
first vocational ministry position. 
In 1978, he earned a master of 
divinity degree from Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary 
while serving at Southcliff Baptist 
Church as associate pastor in evan-
gelism and education.

Carlisle’s first postgraduate 
degree, in 1971, was a master of 

By Karen L. Willoughby
The Baptist Paper

San Diego associational leaders find strength in partnership

Photo courtesy of Mike Carlisle

Judy Carlisle speaks at a 
women’s retreat. She is a 

ministry support specialist 
and chief of staff for San 

Diego Southern Baptist 
Association, responsible 
for discipling, mentoring 
and women’s ministries. 

“WHY CAN’T WE 
WORK TOGETHER 

FOR THE GREATEST 
GOOD?”

M I K E  C A R L I S L E 
D I R E C T O R  O F  M I S S I O N S , 

S A N  D I E G O  S O U T H E R N 
B A P T I S T  A S S O C I A T I O N
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business administration from Pep-
perdine University. By 2012, he 
had earned a doctor of ministry 
with studies in church growth and 
transformational leadership.

Carlisle served as pastor of Cap-
istrano Valley Baptist for more 
than seven years and at SeaRidge 
Community Church 
in Irvine for 10 
years, followed by 
nine years as a vice 
president at the 
North American Mis-
sion Board.

The Carlisles re-
turned to California 
in 2006, when he 
became executive 
director of NAMB-
funded Vision San 
Diego. That program 
ended three years 
later, and in 2010, 
Carlisle was named 
executive director 
of All San Diego, a 
nonprofit that seeks to unify San 
Diego around servant leadership. 
He was named the associational 
DOM in 2012. 

“The goal [of All San Diego] is 
to connect public, private and so-
cial sector partners to bring social 
and spiritual transformation,” Car-

“MY BACKGROUND IS TEACHING. I USE WHAT HAPPENS AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO MINISTER.”
J U D Y  C A R L I S L E ,  M I N I S T R Y  S U P P O R T  S P E C I A L I S T  A N D  C H I E F  O F  S T A F F,  S A N  D I E G O  S O U T H E R N  B A P T I S T  A S S O C I A T I O N

lisle explained. “I love California 
— its diversity, its ethnicities, its 
beauty and its challenge to build 
strong families and lasting friend-
ships. Southern California is a 
place where all the languages and 
cultures of the world are present.

“The San Diego Southern Bap-
tist Association is a 
ministry organized 
to serve San Diego 
and Tijuana Southern 
Baptist churches and 
help them to be more 
effective at shar-
ing the good news 
of God’s redeeming 
love with their com-
munities,” Carlisle 
continued. “Our 
purpose is to enlist, 
equip and encour-
age churches for the 
spiritual and societal 
transformation of 
San Diego County.

“We noticed that 
good works create goodwill, and 
goodwill opens the door to sharing 
the good news,” Carlisle said. “The 
association also provides a budget 
for monthly fellowship luncheons 
and assistance for service proj-
ects.”

Judy Carlisle’s education paral-

Photo courtesy of Mike Carlisle

Mike and Judy Carlisle use their God-given gifts to serve together  
through the San Diego Southern Baptist Association. 

lels her husband’s. She has a mas-
ter’s degree in religious education 
from SWBTS and postgraduate 
studies in transformational leader-
ship. She began her teaching years 
in elementary education, then 
branched out to include various 
facets of women’s ministry, per-
sonal discipleship, leadership and 
more.

Today she enlists, trains and 
engages people in community bet-
terment projects for All San Diego. 
For SDSBA, she is a ministry sup-
port specialist and chief of staff, 
responsible for discipling, mentor-
ing and women’s ministries.

“My background is teaching,” 
Judy Carlisle explained. “I use 
what happens as an opportunity to 
minister ... for God to bring people 
into my life and that I am present 
for the person I’m with, to listen 
to them rather than just waiting for 
my turn to talk.

“This year, God has shown me to 
focus more on loving God.”

Shared values, faith
Mike Carlisle said he first noticed 

the woman who was to become his 
wife at college. She was the pretti-
est girl on campus, he recalled. As 
he got to know her, he realized she 
had the best personality on campus. 
They laughed together.

They had similar working class 
backgrounds and values. They both 
were Christians. They prayed to-
gether, read the Bible together and 
enjoyed life together.

“This is why this generation suf-
fers,” he said. “The glue that holds 
people together is not just love. 
Many people fall in love but end 
up getting divorced. Shared val-
ues are what hold people together. 
Especially a shared faith in Jesus! 
Scripture teaches we are not to be 
unequally yoked.”

Love your neighbor
SDSBA recently invited church-

es in San Diego County to come 
together for the Love Your Neigh-
bor summit, which was held at 
Shadow Mountain Community 
Church in El Cajon.

“We’re the primary sponsor,” 
Carlisle said. “We’re opening it 
to all evangelical churches. It’s 
an evangelistic strategy that starts 
with prayer, an organized attempt 
to bring the church together, pro-
vide training and tools, and then 
send them out to meet their neigh-
bors.

“We are praying that the Love 
Your Neighbor summit will lead 
to a movement in San Diego,” he 
said. “After all, loving your neigh-
bor and loving God is what Jesus 
said we are to be about.”

Photo courtesy of Mike Carlisle

Mike and Judy Carlisle are pictured here celebrating their 50th anniversary. 
Now the couple is celebrating their 59th year of marriage.

Photo courtesy of Mike Carlisle

 Mike and Judy Carlisle’s 
long-standing marriage 

includes a close partnership 
together in ministry.
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Wilbert Terry, a U.S. Army veteran who was involved in battles in Europe and the 
Pacific, prepares for baptism at Northshore Church in Slidell, Louisiana. 
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Wilbert Terry, 99, suc-
cessfully completed 
numerous missions 
as a World War II 

veteran, but he said none of those 
compared to the assignment he 
undertook to be obedient through 
believer’s baptism with the help 
of Northshore Church in Slidell, 
Louisiana.

A retired firefighter, a police of-
ficer, a former law enforcement 
officer and a U.S. Coast Guard 
veteran lifted Terry from his 
wheelchair and placed him in the 
baptistry while Pas-
tor Larry McEwen 
baptized him during 
the service.

Terry, a U.S. 
Army veteran who 
was involved in bat-
tles in Europe and 
the Pacific, had sur-
rendered his life to 
Christ when he was 
15, but he had not experienced 
New Testament baptism.

Baptism by immersion
When he started attending 

Northshore Church several years 
ago, Terry learned of his need to 
become baptized through immer-
sion. 

But health concerns delayed his 
baptism for more than a year, un-
til Terry finally celebrated along-

side friends and family in July 
when four others were baptized.

“It felt good because when I 
think of all the Lord has done for 
me, (most) importantly dying for 
me, I have to live for Him,” Terry 
told the Baptist Message. 

“To God be the glory. I’d love 
to see everyone come to Christ.”

Share the hope
McEwen believes God pro-

tected Terry in World War II so 
he could share the hope of Jesus 
with others. “He knows the good 

Lord got him home 
from the battlefield 
and all the time 
since was a gift 
from God,” McE-
wen said. 

“Painting that 
picture of a new life 
in Christ through 
baptism is some-
thing he has wanted 

to do for a while. 
“He wanted to honor the Lord 

for the way He saved his life, not 
only spiritually but also physi-
cally on the battlefield.”

McEwen added, “With Wilbert 
being a World War II vet, our 
people love and honor him. 

“They gave him a standing 
ovation, and there was hardly a 
dry eye in the place. The people 
singing the song after the baptism 

By Brian Blackwell
Baptist Message

99-year-old WWII veteran completes mission: baptism

Honoring God
struggled to start because they 
were so emotionally moved.”

Since January, 25 new believers 
have been baptized at Northshore 
Church, which averages 566 for 
Sunday worship. 

McEwen said the baptisms re-
flect the congregation’s passion to 
see others come to Christ.

Started in 2001 as a plant of 
Grace Memorial Baptist Church 

in Slidell, the church has grown  
from just a handful who met in 
McEwen’s living room. 

The church has seen hundreds 
accept Christ and 394 baptized 
since its formation. 

Their outreach has included 
ministry to first responders, con-
struction of homes in Haiti and 
Mexico and acts of service by its 
men’s ministry.

TO READ MORE 
STORIES LIKE THIS 
ABOUT LOUISIANA 
BAPTISTS, VISIT 
BAPTISTMESSAGE.COM.

“TO GOD BE THE GLORY. I’D LOVE TO SEE 
EVERYONE COME TO CHRIST.”

W I L B E R T  T E R R Y
W O R L D  W A R  I I  V E T E R A N
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No church wants to hurt 
momentum while seek-
ing to save money, and 
no one wants to waste 

God’s money. 
Most churches are looking for a 

productive communication strat-
egy while striving to stay within a 
budget.

Is that possible? Here are five 
ways to save in communication:

1. Branding 

Church branding allows you to 
say less so they’ll listen more. In 
the long run, this investment will 
save money as your communica-
tion becomes more effective. 

A good branding process will 
define audience potential and help 
your church find its niche in your 
community. 

A brand guide will also help 
you design things faster, speak 
in unison across ministries with 
calming and unifying messaging 
and get better community engage-
ment.

2. Teams 

Establish a volunteer team 
structure to allow talented people 
in your church to participate in 
ministry using their God-given 
gifts. Each team needs a leader to 
ensure volunteers follow a plan 
and process. 

3. Tools 

There are so many free (or al-
most free) tools available for the 
church. 

In fact, one of the biggest ways 
to save in communication is to 
stop budgeting for paid tools 
when freebies exist. I’ve compiled 
a list here: beknownforsomething.
com/freebies.

4. Websites 

Having an online church pres-
ence can be expensive. 

There are three components you 
need: a domain, hosting servers 

and a content management sys-
tem. 

Once you have those set up, 
remember these tips: Check 
around when your domain is up 
for renewal to make sure you’re 
getting a good price, search for 
shared hosting packages and find 
a content management system that 
matches the skills of the staff or 
volunteers setting up and main-
taining the website. 

(To read more about affordable 
and user-friendly website solu-
tions from Hosted Church, visit 
hostedchurch.com.)

Ultimately for an online pres-
ence, ensure you’re getting 
enough speed, storage and ser-
vice. 

Small churches may want to 
consider only using a Facebook 
page. It sounds crazy, but most 
website content can be delivered 
in a very believable way on this 
free platform. 

You can even redirect your URL 
(domain) to your Facebook page 
at no cost.

5. Print materials. 

Reduce the number of print ma-
terials you send out.  

If you have a website, use it to 
cut down on needing extra print 
pieces. 

Keep the online information up 
to date and accurate. 

Checking content at least 
weekly will ensure old news is re-
moved and the most urgent items 
are highlighted.

EDITOR’S NOTE — Mark 
MacDonald is a communication 
pastor, speaker, consultant, best-
selling author, church branding 
strategist for BeKnownforSome-
thing.com and executive director 
of Center for Church Commu-
nication, empowering 10,000+ 
churches to become known for 
something relevant (a communi-
cation thread) throughout their 
ministries, websites, & social 
media. His book, Be Known for 
Something, is available at Be-
KnownBook.com.

By Mark MacDonald
The Baptist Paper

Church budgets: 5 ways to save in communication
Pexels.com
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By Richard Nations
The Pathway

S
teven Strauch lives his life 
to the fullest. Even though 
he has a terminal diagnosis 
of stage 4 cancer, he says 
he has “a determination to 

live life.”
“You can live with cancer or die of 

cancer. I choose to live.”
Strauch is the director of missions 

for Laclede Baptist Association in 
southwest Missouri.

For the past four years, he has been 
battling cancer. He has always en-
joyed the outdoors and at one point 

Director of missions walking ‘in His grace’ 
amid terminal cancer diagnosis

wanted to work in the state park 
system. But the Lord called him to 
preach as a young man. 

Ministry journey
He worked in summer internships 

at Windermere Baptist Assembly 
(now called Encounter Cove) in 
Roach, Missouri,  and at the Mis-
souri Baptist Convention building 
in Jefferson City, Missouri. Along 
the way, he felt God calling him to 
ministry.

He went to Southwest Baptist 

University in Bolivar, Missouri, and 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, earning 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 

He was pastor of Missouri church-
es in Clarksburg and Conway. Later, 
he was director of missions for Law-
rence County Baptist Association in 
Mount Vernon, and since 2014, has 
served as DOM at Laclede Associa-
tion.

He took up photography in 2014 
as a hobby. He quickly learned to 
compose pictures and invested in 

good equipment. Of course, nature 
scenes were natural for him with his 
love of the outdoors. His proximity 
to many scenic vistas in the Missouri 
Ozark region afforded him opportu-
nities for outstanding photography. 
He began to win awards and had his 
work placed in galleries and public 
displays.

Life change
This led Strauch to take a trip 

to California in 2018 to “go shoot 
with a friend.”

   ‘BE STILL 
AND KNOW’

Photographer and 
director of missions 

Steven Strauch of 
Laclede Baptist 

Association loves 
being outdoors 

with a camera. His 
cancer diagnosis 

has put a crimp on 
that, but he still gets 

out to shoot nature 
scenes that have 

won awards and are 
sought after by his 

followers.
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Photo by Steven Strauch

In this photo, Steven Strauch captures beautiful fireworks lighting up the sky 
behind the Missouri State Capitol during a July 4 celebration. 

He got off the plane in San Fran-
cisco and noticed some alarming 
medical anomalies. His friend 
wasn’t sure what to do, but the next 
morning they decided to check him 
into the emergency room. After 
some exams and consultations and 
a move to another hospital, he was 
informed he had cancer and one of 
his kidneys needed to be removed 
immediately. He was hospitalized 
for two weeks.

Prayers needed
The news was sent back to Mis-

souri, and John Yeats, 
MBC executive direc-
tor, shared with believ-
ers across the state that 
prayers were needed.

Strauch’s sister, Jody, 
went to California to 
drive him home “sur-
rounded by pillows” 
(even though he said 
he felt every bump on the road 
home). His other sister, Kim, also 
provided care and support as he re-
covered. His association’s churches 
also helped, he said.

A year later he had to leave an 
association camp because of dehy-

dration. He went to the emergency 
room and was referred to an on-
cologist for an exam. The doctor 
diagnosed stage 4 cancer.

Strauch said, “I went through all 
the stages of grief in about five min-
utes.” He said he had sorrow, but he 
remained steadfast. That is when he 
determined to “live his life” as long 
as the Lord would allow.

He said the cancer has now 
spread to his brain, spinal column, 
legs and hips. He’s undergone che-
motherapy, immunotherapy (which 

led to diabetes), ra-
diation, surgery and 
even spent two days 
in a coma because of 
extremely high blood 
glucose levels.

But his association 
leaders encourage 
him, and he has many 
people who take care 
of him. 

Now in a wheelchair, he has lim-
ited mobility but is fighting hard to 
regain the ability to walk.

He loves to get coffee and spend 
time on his front porch with 
friends. He said there are several 
younger ministers in the associa-

tion that consider him a mentor, 
and he enjoys pouring his life into 
their worlds. 

“They see me hurt. I want them 
to see how you can press through 
pain and suffering,” he said.

Strauch was honored when the 
seventh floor of the MBC building 
in Jefferson City was up for a re-
modeling. 

Yeats asked him to contribute 
several photographic prints of Mis-
souri Baptist churches to adorn the 
walls of the corridors, offices and 
conference room. He chose photos 
from his home church, Centertown 
Baptist, as well as Dry Fork Bap-
tist in New Bloomfield and Beulah 
Baptist in Belle. 

All these vintage rural churches 
serve as a reminder to Missouri 
Baptists of their roots and the sim-
plicity of the faith.

Strauch also had the opportunity to 
present his photographic artwork to 
two Missouri governors. Gov. Mike 
Parson and his wife, Teresa, have a 
print of a Bennett Spring State Park 
stone bridge hanging in the gover-
nor’s mansion in Jefferson City.

Not afraid of death
As Strauch nears the end of his 

life, he says he is not afraid of 
death but looks forward to heaven.

Asked what his life message 
would be, he replied with a couple 
of thoughts.

The first is “Be still and know.” 
He often quotes this phrase from 
Psalm 46:10 as he encourages oth-
ers and relates his story to people 
online and in Laclede area church-
es. The verse says, “Be still, and 

know that I am God; I will be ex-
alted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth.”

“In everything I’ve been through 
in life ... I’ve always known in the 
end God will see me through.” He 
wants people to see that in all of 
it you can just “be still ... stop.” 
He added, “Any believer, going 
through stuff can ‘be still and know 
that God is God.’”

Live ‘real’
For pastors he said “Live your 

life ‘real.’” 
Even in the middle of sinfulness, 

Strauch encourages ministers to 
“let God use us in His grace as we 
walk in His grace.”

Photo courtesy of The Pathway

Photos by Steven Strauch, along with 
others, grace the seventh floor of the 
Missouri Baptist Convention building. 

“IN EVERYTHING I’VE BEEN THROUGH ... I’VE ALWAYS 
KNOWN IN THE END GOD WILL SEE ME THROUGH.”

S T E V E N  S T R A U C H

TO READ MORE 
STORIES LIKE THIS 
ABOUT MISSOURI 
BAPTISTS, VISIT 
MBCPATHWAY.COM.

Photo by Steven Strauch

Steven Strauch calls his photo of an archway bridge at Bennett Spring State 
Park “Full Circle Memories.” It reminds Strauch of fishing there with his dad. 

They always ended their Bennett Spring fishing trips in this spot. 
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By Denise George
The Baptist Paper

PART 1 IN A SERIES

youth
Endangered

EDITOR’S NOTE — Across 
the nation, children and teens 
are plagued by a host of escalat-
ing tragedies, from substance 
abuse to suicide, from bullying 
to gun violence. In this series, 
we will look at the issues facing 
America’s Endangered Youth 
and offer ways you and your 
church can help.

Fentanyl is killing America’s teenagers

D
rug overdoses, 
particularly 
those laced with 
the deadly drug 
fentanyl, are in-

creasingly killing the nation’s 
children and youth in stagger-
ing numbers, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

In 2021, more than 107,000 
people in America died from a 
drug overdose. It was a record 
high and a 15% increase from 
2020, according to CDC.

That’s one person every five 
minutes, and for the first time, 
the overdose crisis is reach-
ing teenagers, according to 
Joe Friedman, a public health 

researcher at the University of 
California, Los Angeles.

Fatal overdoses among ado-
lescents doubled in 2020, an in-
crease of 94%, according to the 
Journal of the American Medi-
cal Association.  

JAMA information also  
indicated that the rise in  
deaths wasn’t because greater 
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numbers of teens are using drugs, 
but instead because of the danger-
ous and highly potent forms of 
fentanyl they use. From January to 
June 2021, 77% percent of all teen 
overdose deaths involved fentanyl.

Deadly mix
Drug makers are reportedly se-

cretly mixing the cheaper fentanyl 
with other popular drugs to in-
crease profits, and they are selling 
these deadly drugs to unsuspecting 
children and youth.

Nora D. Volkow, director of the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
said, “An increase in illicit pills 
containing fentanyl points to a new 
and increasingly dangerous period 
in the United States.”

In February, a 13-year-old stu-
dent at the Sports and Medical 
Science Academy in Hartford, 
Connecticut, collapsed in the gym 
and died from a fentanyl overdose. 
Police found 40 bags of fentanyl in 
two school classrooms and another 
100 bags in the boy’s bedroom.

Then in March, two high school 
students in Portland, Oregon, died 
within 24 hours of each other after 
overdosing on fentanyl in the form 
of counterfeit pills.

Fentanyl is a powerful synthetic 
opioid like morphine, but it’s 50 to 
100 times more potent, according 
to NIDA. It is prescribed legally 
for people who have undergone 
serious surgery and/or who suffer 
intense physical pain. 

When a person overdoses on 
fentanyl, his breathing can slow 
or stop, decreasing the amount of 
oxygen to the brain and often lead-
ing to a coma, permanent brain 
damage or death.

Fentanyl is so lethal that health 
officials recommend wearing 
gloves when handling a suspected 
opioid and avoiding mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation on a victim 
of overdose. As little as two mil-
ligrams of fentanyl can kill a 

person. One kilogram of fentanyl 
has the potential to kill 500,000 
people.

Counterfeit pills are difficult to 
recognize. Many counterfeit pills 
are made to look like prescription 
opioids such as oxycodone (Oxy-
contin, Percocet), hydrocodone 
(Vicodin) and alprazolam (Xanax); 
or stimulants like amphetamines 
(Adderall). The only safe medica-
tions are those prescribed by a 
trusted medical professional and 
dispensed by a licensed pharma-
cist.

How to help
How can you help keep your 

children and youth safe from over-
dose deaths? Here are some sug-
gestions:
4If you suspect a person has 

ingested fentanyl (a person’s 
breathing and heart rate have 

slowed, they don’t respond to your 
voice and their pupils are small), 
call 911 immediately. Fentanyl 
is fast acting, especially if it’s in-
haled through the nose. 

Reverse the effect
4If available, administer nalox-

one (Narcan), to help reverse the 
effect of opioids overdose. 
4Become a parent, grandpar-

ent, pastor, church, school or 
community leader who is well-in-
formed about the current flood of 
fentanyl-laced medications avail-
able on the illegal drug market. 
Stay alert to what is happening in 
the U.S.
4Bring people together, hold-

ing seminars in your churches, 
schools and communities to teach 
them the symptoms of drug abuse, 
effective ways to respond to chil-
dren and youth who abuse drugs 
and/or have overdosed and how to 
create new and effective ways to 
prevent and stop illegal drug use.
4As a parent, be aware of your 

child’s daily schedule, where he 
goes and the company he keeps. 
Talk to your children and youth 
about the deadly risk of illegal 
drug use. Watch for the warning 
signs of drug use and learn how to 
prevent drug-related deaths. Get 
involved in their schools.

“AN INCREASE IN ILLICIT PILLS CONTAINING 
FENTANYL POINTS TO A NEW AND INCREASINGLY 

DANGEROUS PERIOD IN THE UNITED STATES.”
N O R A  D .  V O L K O W

D I R E C T O R  O F  T H E  N A T I O N A L  I N S T I T U T E  O N  D R U G  A B U S E

FROM JANUARY TO 
JUNE 2021, 

77% 
PERCENT 
OF ALL TEEN 
OVERDOSE DEATHS 
INVOLVED FENTANYL.

Helpful
resources
DOWNLOAD 
4The Department of Justice 

Drug Fact Sheet on Fentanyl 
(dea.gov/sites/default/

files/2020-06/Fentanyl-2020 
_0.pdf).

READ
4Preventing Drug Use among 

Children and Adolescents: 
A Research-Based Guide 
for Parents, Educators, and 
Community Leaders from 
National Institute on Drug Abuse

(nida.nih.gov/sites/default/
files/preventingdruguse_2.pdf).
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By Grace Thornton
The Baptist Paper

Women around the 
world came to-
gether Nov. 5 to 

pray for each other and for 
needs around the world.

She Loves Out Loud 
Global took place live at 
Bellevue Baptist Church in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and 
also was made available by 
simulcast.

It featured speakers such 
as Donna Gaines, author 
and wife of Bellevue pastor 
Steve Gaines; Jen Wilkin, 
author and Bible teacher 
from Dallas; and Jackie 
Green, co-founder of Mu-
seum of the Bible.

Forty-five churches and 
one university in 21 coun-
tries hosted the event. Those 
participating heard prayer 

to concerts and expose them 
to missionaries, to know real 
women of faith who are cur-
rent and be challenged by 
that,” she said. 

Diane Strack, founder and 
president of She Loves Out 
Loud, said the vision for 
the event happened when 

needs from women on six 
continents.

‘Be challenged’
Gaines said she encourag-

es women to come and bring 
their daughters and grand-
daughters. “I went to great 
lengths to take my children 

Vonette Bright, author and 
co-founder of Cru, chal-
lenged her before her death 
to gather women to pray.

The first event was held in 
February 2020. This year’s 
was the second.

Strack said the event 
touched on issues from 
missions to foster care and 
adoption to healing from 
trauma and 
abuse.

“We want 
women to be 
inspired and 
emboldened 
in their faith 
and to hear the 
stories of those 
around the globe who suf-
fer poverty, the danger of 
persecution or a culture that 
devalues women,” she said. 

National Woman’s Mis-

She Loves Out Loud Global offers chance 
to connect with women worldwide

sionary Union also offered 
an opportunity for partici-
pants to learn about World-
Crafts, a compassion minis-
try of WMU.

Sandy Wisdom-Martin, 
WMU executive director, 
said, “Prayer is essential for 
people who live on mission 
to be bold in their witness 
and effective in doing mis-

sions. Prayer 
links believers 
with missions 
efforts around 
the world and 
recognizes that 
divine resourc-
es are essential 
to effective 

missions work,” she said. “It 
is a privilege to pray for our 
families and communities lo-
cally as well as believers and 
missions partners globally.”

Unsplash.com

The WMU Foundation, a 501 (c)(3) not-for-
profit corporation, benefiting the work and 
mission of the Woman’s Missionary Union is 
seeking a President to lead the organization.

Candidate will lead a team by providing lead-
ership, direction, and control to all aspects of 
the WMU Foundation (WMUF) at the direction of 
the Board of Trustees, Articles of Incorporation, 
and corporate bylaws. The candidate must be a 
Christian who is actively involved as a member 
of a local Southern Baptist church with evidence 
of and commitment to the purpose and work of 
WMU. Candidate’s job location will be from the 
WMU building in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Key responsibilities include, but are not lim-
ited to, managing and providing direction to 
WMUF staff, along with planning, analyzing, ex-
ecuting, managing and evaluating fund raising 
activities and planned giving programs. The can-
didate must also coordinate the formulation of 
financial development programs in order to se-

cure gifts from individuals and other mission minded 
organizations with special focus on deferred giving 
through wills, gifts, gift annuities, charitable trusts, 
and other instruments for the purpose of increasing 
the financial support of WMU through the WMUF. 

As part of the financial responsibilities, the candi-
date must also be able to keep up-to-date on cur-
rent fund raising and planned giving practices and 
procedures used within the nonprofit sector, and 
inform the Board and WMU Foundation staff of mat-
ters that would benefit their work. 

Candidate would research and initiate contact 
with current and potential individuals, corporate, 
and foundation donors recommended by Board 
members, staff members, and other interested enti-
ties. The candidate would also oversee asset man-
agement relationship with the trust company while 
giving specific attention to detailed accounting for 
all funds and endowments.

Candidate will represent the WMUF in national 

and state WMU events, churches, associations, 
and applicable meetings. Reporting to the WMU 
Executive Board meetings and other WMU 
Committees as requested is also a key respon-
sibility.

Essential responsibilities: ability to travel; work 
on a regular and consistent basis; completing 
assigned tasks; providing oral and/or written 
reports on projects as requested; and upholding 
WMU Foundation and national WMU company 
policies while working in a cooperative manner 
with team managers, co-workers, customers, 
and the public.

Successful candidate qualifications are a Bach-
elor’s Degree with a Master’s Degree in Business 
or Finance, preferred; five to eight years pro-
gressive work experience in development and 
investment/trust management; excellent  
interpersonal, written/verbal communication 
skills; technical expertise in the area of planned 
giving.

INTERESTED CANDIDATES SHOULD SUBMIT AN EMAIL AND RESUMÉ TO THE SEARCH TEAM AT THIS EMAIL ADDRESS: 
WMU-Foundation-Search-Team@outlook.com on or before November 30, 2022.

Paid Advertising

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION, VISIT 
SHELOVESOUTLOUD.
ORG.
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NEWS

Headline news
Serve Tour: Southern Baptists show 
‘strength in working together’

More than 560 volunteers served 2,600 people 
as the Send Relief Serve Tour concluded its final 
2022 schedule with an event in Dayton, Ohio. 
The State Convention of Baptists in Ohio, local 
associations and 46 churches came together to 
join Send Relief 
in the last of seven 
Serve Tour events 
that took place in 
this calendar year.

“Serve Tour 
Dayton has proven 
there’s strength in 
working together,” 
said John Head-
ing, Disaster Relief 
director for SCBO and project manager for the 
Dayton Serve Tour stop.

While most Serve Tour events only last a cou-
ple of days, the opportunities for local churches 
in the area to continue engaging their neighbors 
can last for months.

The 35 total compassion ministry projects in 
Dayton were designed to help churches connect 
with their communities by meeting needs in the 
area, encouraging local pastors and congrega-
tions and sharing the hope of the gospel with the 
people they serve.

More than 345 gospel conversations took place 
in Dayton during the two-day event.

Along with Ohio, Southern Baptists served in 
Jacksonville, Florida; Meridian, Mississippi; and 
Baltimore in 2022. Send Relief launches its 2023 
tour in Montgomery, Alabama, and includes three 
international trips: Bangkok, Thailand; Nairobi, 
Kenya; and Athens, Greece. The other 2023 Send 
trips are in Owensboro, Kentucky; New Orleans 
(just before the Southern Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting); Chicago and Philadelphia. To 
learn more, visit ServeTour.org. (Send Relief)

IMB event increases commitment  
to partner for Great Commission

The International Mission Board recently 
launched a new initiative to include more partners 
in the task of bringing the gospel to the nations 
through microevents sponsored by churches, as-
sociations and state conventions. These limited-
capacity gatherings allow for close interaction 
between participants, IMB missionaries and staff.

The inaugural Together for the Nations event 
was hosted by Baptist General Convention of 
Oklahoma in Edmond on Oct. 11. While this 
event, which included around 200 attendees, was 
the first of its kind for IMB, the goal is to host 

four or five more regional microevents per year 
for the next three years. 

Chris Derry, IMB’s director of church and net-
work mobilization, said, “Our hope is to spend 
time in the backyards of missions leaders and 
influencers to find ways to partner in the Great 
Commission. That includes sharing about IMB 
strategies globally — the unique ways we are 
implementing the missionary task in different 
contexts to combat the world’s greatest problem.”

Last year, 592,408 people heard the gospel 
through IMB missionaries. Still, there’s work to 
be done. That’s why “IMB has a desire to spend 
time with missions leaders and influencers on 
their turfs,” Derry said.  

For those interested in hosting a microevent, 
reach out to info@imb.org. (IMB)

Beloved New Orleans Seminary  
professor Jeanine Bozeman dies

Jeanine Cannon Bozeman, a beloved New Or-
leans Seminary professor whose life and teaching 
impacted the lives of countless students preparing 
for ministry, died Oct. 18 at the age of 93.

Seminary president Jamie Dew noted, “We as 
a seminary family are grateful for the decades of 
service that Dr. Bozeman gave to [the seminary] 
and her students. Jeanine has had a long-lasting 
impact on the ministry of so many who knew her 
and were taught by her.”

Bozeman, emeritus professor of social work, 
was first elected to the faculty in 1987 as assistant 
professor of social work after earning her doc-
tor of education degree (now doctor of philoso-
phy). During her tenure, Bozeman served as the 
chairperson of the Christian education ministries 
division, making her the first woman in an SBC 
seminary to hold a division chair position.

Prior to joining the faculty, 
Bozeman devoted years to fam-
ily therapy and to marriage and 
family counseling through her 
work as a social worker and 
counselor both in the public 
school system and in private 
practice.

Bozeman also earned a master 
of religious education degree 
from New Orleans Seminary, a 

master of social work degree from Tulane Univer-
sity and a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Montevallo in Alabama. 

She is preceded in death by her husband, Welby 
Bozeman, a pastor who served numerous church-
es in Alabama and Louisiana and at Louisiana 
College (now Louisiana Christian University) in 
Pineville, Louisiana. (New Orleans Seminary)

Founding director of chaplaincy  
relations in Texas, Bobby Smith, dies

Bobby Smith, founding director of chaplaincy 
relations with the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas, died Oct. 18. He was 68.

Smith served as a chaplain at the University of 
Texas Medical Branch in Galveston from 1997 to 
2001. In 2002, he became the founding director 
of Texas Baptists Chaplaincy Relations, a minis-
try that endorses and trains chaplains in the areas 
of military, correctional, lifestyle, public safety, 
health care, marketplace, crisis response and pas-
toral counseling.

Smith was honored in September for his years 
of service at the Chaplaincy Relations 20th anni-
versary banquet.

During the banquet, the Chaplaincy Endorse-
ment Council announced the 
Bobby and Vicky Smith Endow-
ment Fund would be created in 
honor of Smith and his wife for 
their years of dedication.

Smith received his bachelor of 
arts degree from Howard Payne 
University in 1976. He also 
earned master of divinity and 
doctor of ministry degrees from 
Southwestern Seminary in Fort 
Worth. Smith previously was pastor of First Bap-
tist Church Mullin, FBC Mont Belvieu and FBC 
Galveston. (The Baptist Standard)

$400,000 from Florida’s disaster fund 
to help with Hurricane Ian recovery

Southern Baptist Disaster Relief has been 
awarded $400,000 in funding from the Florida 
Disaster Fund to help the state’s residents with 
relief efforts following Hurricane Ian’s landfall in 
southwest Florida on Sept. 28.

Florida first lady Casey DeSantis announced in 
a press conference that SBDR is one of several 
nonprofit organizations to receive the funding as 
hurricane relief efforts continue in the state.

“We are excited to supplement the efforts of 
nonprofits that are on the ground helping Florid-
ians navigate the challenges of rebuilding follow-
ing Hurricane Ian,” she said Oct. 21. 

David Coggins, director of Florida Baptist Di-
saster Relief, expressed appreciation for the fund-
ing and noted the funds will be shared with the 
numerous state conventions that have sent SBDR 
teams to help with relief efforts. 

Florida Baptist Disaster Relief efforts began 
within 48 hours of category 4 Hurricane Ian’s as-
sault on southwest Florida, and the efforts will 
be ongoing for months to come. (Florida Baptist 
Convention)

from the SBC

Photo courtesy of Send Relief

BOZEMAN

SMITH
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M
ississippi Baptist 
messengers ap-
proved an increased 
2023 Cooperative 
Program budget, 

reelected Lloyd Sweatt to a second 
term as convention president and 
heard a preliminary report from the 
Sexual Abuse Response Team dur-
ing its 186th annual meeting held at 
First Baptist Church Jackson.

The Mississippi Baptist Conven-
tion Board also revealed a new logo 
during the meeting. The design sig-
nifies the River of Life that is Jesus 
Christ and contains an abstract M 
and B for Mississippi Baptists. It 
replaces the logo that has been used 
by the board for the past 20 years.

Sweatt, pastor of Meadowood 
Baptist Church in Amory, appointed 
the response team to review the 
Guidepost Solutions report and 
recommendations addressing al-
legations that the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee 
mishandled reports of sexual abuse. 
The team was also tasked with 
bringing its own report and recom-
mendations to Mississippi Baptist 
messengers.

MinistrySafe
During the opening session, 

the response team announced the 
MBCB Executive Committee has 
allotted $250,000 to be used im-
mediately by churches toward 
membership and training with 
MinistrySafe. The Texas-based 
legal ministry provides “a com-
plete child safety system designed 
to reduce the risk of child sexual 
abuse,” according to the Minis-
trySafe website.

Mississippi Baptist churches in 
cooperation with MBCB can sign 
up for the $250 per church sub-
sidy at the MinistrySafe website 
by entering the code 
MS2022.

Brad Eubank, 
SART chair and se-
nior pastor of Petal 
First Baptist Church, 
told messengers a 
final report on the 
team’s work will be 
issued at the state’s 
2023 annual meeting.

The response team is currently 
issuing special resources that can 
be used by churches, Eubank said, 
including a First Steps booklet, 
poster and card. The resources are 

not copyrighted and may be repro-
duced.

Greg Warnock, chairman of the 
MBCB budget committee and pas-

tor of First Baptist 
Church Brookhaven, 
proposed the 2023 
budget during the fi-
nal session of the an-
nual meeting. 

The proposed 
budget represents a 
1.47% increase over 
the 2022 CP budget 
and forwards 39% 

of total giving to Southern Baptist 
causes.

In addition to Sweatt being elect-
ed without opposition to serve a 
second term as president, Judson W. 

“Bill” Hurt, pastor of Pleasant Hill 
Baptist Church in Columbus, was 
elected to a first term as first vice 
president. Scott Hanberry, pastor 
of Hardy Street Baptist Church in 
Hattiesburg, was tapped to serve a 
first term as second vice president. 
Rounding out the officer selections 
for the coming year were Michael 
Weeks, pastor of Pleasant Hill Bap-
tist Church in Olive Branch, as re-
cording secretary, a post he has held 
for 25 years. Will McNeese, pastor 
of First Baptist Church Polkville, 
will serve a first term as assistant 
recording secretary.

Other reports
Sweatt preached the president’s 

address to close out the opening 
session. Worship through music 
was presented by the worship team 
of Meadowood Baptist Church. 
Hance Dilbeck, president and CEO 
of GuideStone Financial Resources, 
presented a devotional. Jordan 
Reed, a member of First Baptist 
Church Bruce, presented the Scrip-
ture reading from Exodus 19:1–6.

The 2023 annual meeting will be 
held Oct. 24–25 at FBC Jackson. 

Andrew Chesteen, pastor of 
First Baptist Church New Albany, 
will deliver the 2023 MBCB an-
nual meeting convention sermon. 
Don Gann, pastor of First Baptist 
Church Oxford, will serve as the 
alternate.

EDITOR’S NOTE — This story 
is a compilation of reports written 
by William Perkins and originally 
published by The Baptist Record, 
the newsjournal of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board. 

By William Perkins
The Baptist Record

Mississippi Baptists approve CP budget increase; 
Sexual Abuse Response Team gives report

Photo by William Perkins/The Baptist Record

Shawn Parker, executive director of the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board, 
introduces the new MBCB logo during the Oct. 25 evening session of the 2022 

Mississippi Baptist Convention Annual Meeting at FBC Jackson. 

TO READ MORE 
STORIES LIKE THIS 
ABOUT MISSISSIPPI 
BAPTISTS, VISIT 
THEBAPTISTRECORD.
ORG.

Annual meeting
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Investing
Baptist associations nurture, 

care for and challenge 
congregations to be the 
best they can be in repre-

senting Christ. They coach them to 
soar with faith, to mature as Christ-
centered communities and to serve 
as missional outposts within the 
Southern Baptist orbit.

They are a family.
Particularly in urban areas, the 

family of congregations is diverse. 
They have many perspectives on 
congregational life, missional en-
gagement and their relationship 
with the wider denomination.

No one understands this diversity 
any better than the associational 
director/mission strategist. Often 
a sensitive, even confidential, rela-
tionship exists between the director 
and pastors, staff and lay leaders. 
Even in secular legal terms this 
relationship is recognized and pro-
tected through priest-penitent laws.

That made the message Jack 
Belew,* director for Metropolitan 
Baptist Association,* received from 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
Credentials Committee troubling. 
The committee shared concerns 
about seating messengers at the 
next SBC annual meeting from 
three congregations. Belew was 
aware of confidential information 
about each congregation. Some had 
been shared publicly by these con-
gregations, but some had not. 

Memorial Church* is nearly 200 
years old. It is the mother church of 
many other Baptist churches in the 
state. Long before the first Baptist 
Faith and Message statement was 
adopted in 1925, the church had de-
veloped its own statement of faith.

Statement of faith
The church believed its statement 

took precedence over any other for-
mal statement of SBC. 
At several points, it 
was not in line with 
SBC faith statements.

It, nor the asso-
ciation, had ever dis-
cussed this publicly. In 
fact, very few people 
knew about it.

The pastor and other 
staff or lay people 
from Memorial oc-
casionally served on 
state convention and SBC boards 
or committees. When asked, sev-
eral laypersons would freely speak 
about where the church’s beliefs 
differed from the SBC BF&M.

First Church* was less than 50 
years old. When founded, it em-
braced the 1963 BF&M as its doc-
trinal guide. While women were 
ordained as deacons, none were 
ordained ministers, especially not 
for a pastoral role.

About 20 years ago, the church 
had open discussions about its 
denominational affiliation and the 

By George Bullard
The Baptist Paper

Relationships between congregations and associations can be complicated
2000 BF&M. The church allowed 
members to designate the missions 
percentage of their tithes and of-
ferings to either the Cooperative 
Program or the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship.

Several points in the 2000 
BF&M led to heated debate, so the 
church kept the 1963 BF&M as its 
doctrinal guide.

First Church was among the top 
10% of churches in 
the state convention in 
annual contributions 
through the Coopera-
tive Program and was 
third in contributions 
to the association.

Gate City Church* 
was an intentional 
church plant in a di-
verse under-reached 
community. The 
founding pastor, not 

ordained as a Southern Baptist pas-
tor, was courted by three different 
denominations. Only one was Bap-
tist. All three funded the launch of 
this congregation.

Sporadic contributions
Finances for this congregation 

were tight during the early years. Fi-
nancial contributions were sporadic.

The pastor proactively sought 
leadership roles in the denomina-
tions. Southern Baptists seemed 
mostly receptive out of a genuine 
desire to have leadership from  

demographically diverse churches. 
He gained formal roles with the as-
sociation and the state convention.

Later a non-Baptist denomina-
tion sought his involvement in a 
top role. He discovered it was strict 
about generous financial contribu-
tions for a pastor’s participation in 
leadership.

The church shifted most of its 
contributions to this non-Baptist 
denomination. They only main-
tained the minimum through the 
Cooperative Program to qualify for 
participation in GuideStone pro-
grams and to have messengers at 
the SBC annual meeting.

Belew had a meaningful relation-
ship with these churches and their 
pastors. He was nurturing them to 
a deeper missional engagement in 
the association’s Great Commission 
strategy. He respected the three pas-
tors and treasured their friendship.

Belew thought about this as he 
prepared to return the email from 
the credentials committee. What 
would he say? Why would he say 
it? Because of the autonomy of 
the association in the SBC system, 
should he even say anything? What 
would be your advice?

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jack Belew, 
Metropolitan and the three con-
gregations are composite examples 
based on facts, but not an actual di-
rector, association or congregations.

George Bullard spent 45 years in denominational 
ministry. He served on the staff of three associa-
tions, was a key staff person working with associa-
tions in two state conventions and served on the as-
sociation missions division staff of the former Home 
Mission Board of the SBC. He retired in June 2022 

as director of Columbia Metro Baptist Association 
in South Carolina. He has led strategic planning 
processes in more than 100 associations and has 
written extensively in this area. Bullard now serves 
as a strategic thinking mentor for Christian leaders 
through his ForthTelling Innovation ministry.
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By Marissa Postell
Lifeway Christian Resources

More than 500 wom-
en gathered for the 
Lifeway Women 

Symposium at Southeastern 
Seminary in Wake Forest, 
North Carolina. 

Lifeway Women of Life-
way Christian Resources 
hosted the event Oct. 14–15 
as a celebration and com-
missioning for the kickoff 
of Lifeway Women Acad-
emy, a platform for online, 
on-demand courses for 
women, by women.

‘Focus on learning’
The academy is designed 

to fuel the ministry of women 
around the world and serve 
as a next step (or � rst step) 
for women to grow and learn 
in their walks with Christ, 

Wilkin shared her personal 
story of becoming interested 
in studying and teaching 
theology.

Theology is intensely 
practical, she shared, and 

said Elizabeth Hyndman, 
editorial project leader for 
Lifeway Women Academy.

“It’s been fun being to-
gether with women who 
are hungry to know how to 
study the Bible and under-
stand theology more fully,” 
said Becky Loyd, director of 
Lifeway Women.

“We’ve seen women from 
across the country come to-
gether to focus on learning 
and developing skills to take 
back and minister in their 
own communities and con-
texts,” Loyd noted. 

The symposium kicked off 
with teaching from keynote 
speaker Jen Wilkin. Through 
three sessions over the 
course of two days, Wilkin 
addressed the question 
“Why are you here?” 

brings great help when ap-
plied rightly and great harm 
when applied wrongly. 

Wilkin saw a need in her-
self and among the women 
in her local church to de-

New Lifeway Women Academy 
to help fuel ministry around globe

velop a right understanding 
of God and His word.

Studying theology in a 
group of women should bet-
ter equip you to study the-
ology in the context of the 
familial relationships of the 
church, Wilkin said.

First course
Lifeway Women Academy 

is an avenue of equipping 
women and building their 
con� dence in studying and 
teaching the Bible. The 
academy’s � rst course, “How 
to Study the Bible: Herme-
neutics 101,” is a 10-ses-
sion video course taught by 
Wilkin, Julia B. Higgins and 
Elizabeth Woodson.

For more information 
and to register for Lifeway 
Women Academy, visit 
Lifeway.com/academy.

Photo by Alex Reynolds/Lifeway Christian Resources

Women discuss theology in community with one another at the 
Lifeway Women Symposium, held Oct. 14–15 at Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake Forest, North Carolina.
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When Paul Sebi-
neza helped plant a 
church in Austin to 
reach new arrivals 

from refugee camps in Kenya, 
he had an advantage — personal 
experience.

“I understand the fears and 
frustration of coming to America 
and starting a new life. Once, I 
was in their place,” said Sebineza, 
who immigrated to the United 
States from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo.

Sebineza serves alongside Pas-
tor Dieudonne Ratabagaya at 
Hope of Life Baptist Church in 
Austin. As coordinator of church 
programs, his responsibilities 
include ministries geared toward 
children, youth, men and fami-
lies, as well as camps.

When Sebineza and Ratabagaya 
started Hope of Life Church in 
2015, they began with six people. 
Today, average attendance is 140.

The church’s name, Hope of 
Life, explains its purpose and 
ministry, Sebineza said.

Hardships
“These refugees have lost ev-

erything,” he said. 
“Many have been in refugee 

and resettlement camps for five 
to 10 years. The church is helping 
them fit into the American cul-
ture. It is difficult.”

Sebineza understands the hard-
ships of being a refugee.

He spoke French when he ar-
rived in the United States and 
knows the difficulty of learning to 
speak and write English. 

He empathizes with the newly 
resettled refugees, and they re-
spond to him because he relates 
to what they are going through.

Hope of Life Baptist Church 

gives those who attend the oppor-
tunity to dance and sing familiar 
music and hear sermons in their 
native language. Ratabagaya of-
ten allows ordained 
men in the church to 
preach, which gives 
them experience in 
speaking and sermon 
preparation.

In addition to help-
ing new arrivals learn 
English and become 
more familiar with 
American food, cus-
toms, culture and 
recreation, the church also assists 
with transportation.

“Imagine being in a large city 
like Austin, and not understand-
ing the language,” Sebineza said. 
“‘What bus should I take to go 
to work? Which bus takes me 
home?’ This is only one example 
of the problems faced.”

By Carolyn Tomlin
Texas Baptist Standard

Texas church offers hope to refugees who relocate to Austin

Starting a new life

The church also helps resettled 
refugees find jobs. The city needs 
workers, and the people can learn 
skills needed for labor, Sebineza 

noted. But complet-
ing applications and 
developing a resumé 
can be daunting for a 
new arrival.

Hope of Life also 
offers counseling to 
those who request it. 
With so many chang-
es, adjusting to a new 
way of life can be 
depressing, Sebineza 

acknowledged.
“Expectations from back home 

are not easy to change,” he ob-
served.

COVID-19 effect
The COVID-19 pandemic in-

creased the number of people 
needing help.

For those who have difficulty 
feeding their families, the church 
provides groceries. 

Hope of Life receives support 
from the Texas Baptist Hunger 
Offering. 

And the number of people in 
need continues to grow.

“Since restrictions are less 
strict [under the current] admin-
istration, we have seen more 
refugees arriving in Austin,” Se-
bineza said.

‘God has blessed’
When Sebineza helped plant 

Hope of Life Church in Austin, 
his life changed.

“I feel good about what I’m 
doing and how God has blessed 
me. ... God is good. America is 
good,” he said.

In addition to ministering to 
refugees who relocate to Austin, 
Hope of Life also ministers to 
people in their homeland.

In September, Ratabagaya and 
Sebineza will journey to Kenya 
to help plant a church, and Rata-
bagaya’s sermons at Hope of Life 
are posted on YouTube.

“Technology allows people all 
over the world to listen and be-
come involved in this ministry,” 
Ratabagaya said. 

“This is one of the blessings 
from God — that everyone, re-
gardless of where they live, if 
they have a computer or cell 
phone and internet, can hear the 
gospel.”

As Sebineza offers encourage-
ment to refugees, he often points 
to a favorite Bible verse, John 
14:27: “Peace I leave with you, 
My peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. 
Do not let your hearts be troubled 
and do not be afraid.”

Photo courtesy of Texas Baptist Standard

Hope of Life Church ministers to refugees who relocate to Austin, Texas. The 
church gives those who attend the opportunity to dance and sing familiar music 

and hear sermons in their native language. Refugees also receive help finding jobs.
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HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
Micah 4:6–8; 5:1–9

In that day (4:6–8)
In chapters four and five, Micah’s 

prophecy moves seamlessly between 
the distant and near future, possibly 
even between the first and second 
advents of the Messiah. Micah 4:1–8 
picks up where chapter 3 ended at 
Mount Zion. Micah points to the end 
of the age when the temple’s moun-
tain, reduced to a field of brambles 
after Jerusalem’s defeat and exile, 
will be raised in high honor with 
nations streaming to it. Peace will 
reign, implements of war will be re-
purposed as implements for farming, 
and nations will look to Yahweh for 
social, moral and religious truth. 

Most importantly, Judah will lead 
the nations in honoring the Lord in 
all facets of national life. God will 
graciously regather and restore Ju-
dah out of Babylonian exile. They 
will again be a sovereign nation, and 
their enemies will be given over to 
them to thresh as God’s judgment on 
the nations (9–13). 

One will come (5:1–6)
Micah prophesies a coming siege 

upon Jerusalem that will devastate 
the city and abuse its ruler. Scholars 
disagree on the identity of the ruler 
struck on the cheek during the siege. 
Some identify Hezekiah, who ruled 
Judah in Micah’s day. In 701 B.C., 
Sennacherib of Assyria invaded 
Judah and besieged Jerusalem, but 
was unable to conquer it and capture 
Hezekiah, although he did extract a 
humiliating tribute from him. This 
siege terrified Hezekiah and the 
people, but it failed due to God’s mi-
raculous intervention (2 Kings 19). 

Other scholars apply this refer-
ence to the future king Zedekiah, 
who was captured by the Babylo-
nians when Jerusalem fell in 586 
B.C. Of particular interest is its ap-
plication to Christ, although Isaiah 
50:6 seems more apropos.

In the midst of dire circumstanc-
es, the people will feel the Lord 
has abandoned them. However, a 
new kind of leader will arise who 
has ties to the past. He will lead the 
people in a time of restoration and 
peace. 

The unmistakable messianic over-
tones in these verses include Da-
vidic origins, leading as a shepherd 
in the strength of Yahweh, the reuni-
fication of Israel and Judah, the ex-
tension of peace to the whole earth 
and standing powerfully against 
any invading enemies. Prophecies 
frequently have multiple referents 
or initial and final fulfillments.  The 
reference to a ruler out of Beth-
lehem Ephrathah clearly refers to 
Christ. Herod’s advisers interpreted 
it thus, and even Jewish interpreters 
have taken it to be messianic. 

There is seamless prophetic flow 
between Christ’s two comings, for 
Israel was not immediately restored 
upon the Messiah’s appearance, a 
point that caused confusion among 
Jesus’ disciples. Rather, Jesus’ first 
advent inaugurated a new age that 
will see a spiritual revival and res-
toration of Israel to the Lord and to 
covenant blessings at the end with 
His second advent. 

The miraculous deliverance of 
Jerusalem in 701 BC — when God 
struck down 185,000 Assyrian sol-
diers in a night — prefigures the 
deliverance and restoration of Israel 
in the messianic kingdom. The Mes-
siah will be their peace, a character-
istic usually reserved for God.

Then the remnant  (7–9)
Micah continues describing re-

stored Israel in the messianic age 
as politically and militarily strong. 
She will be a blessing to her allies, 
but a ravaging lion against her foes. 
Chapter five closes by shifting back 
to the present (8th century). Judah 
is threatened by Assyria because of 
their unfaithfulness; but God will 
cleanse them of idolatry of all kinds.

F O R  N O V E M B E R  1 3

LEADERS NEEDED 
Micah 3:1–12

Micah the Moreshite, a con-
temporary of Isaiah and Hosea, 
lived about 25 miles from Jeru-
salem, near Philistine territory. 
Micah’s preaching ministry (ca. 
750–700 B.C.) largely focused on 
the southern kingdom of Judah 
under Hezekiah’s reign, though 
some of his prophecies applied 
to Israel too. His book follows a 
structure of three cycles of judg-
ment and restoration. The first 
cycle begins with God as divine 
warrior intending to wage war 
on Samaria and Jerusalem be-
cause of idolatry and ungodliness 
(1:3–5). Since God’s people are 
acting like pagans, the land will 
be handed over to pagans (2:1–6), 
though eventually a remnant of 
God’s people will return, restored 
to the land under God’s kingship 
and shepherding (2:12–13).

Self-serving leadership  
(1–4)

The second judgment/restora-
tion cycle (3:1–5:15) accuses 
Judah’s community leaders, those 
we would call political leaders, 
though the connection between 
politics, religion and spirituality 
in ancient Judah cannot be over-
stated. Political leaders — tribal 
leaders and city elders — were 
not elected, but were family 
representatives entrusted to love 
their citizens and provide spiritu-
al leadership. Often when politi-
cal leaders strayed spiritually, the 
people followed. 

Micah chastises the leaders for 
spiritual and moral bankruptcy. 
They took advantage of their 
people, abusing their positions of 
power for personal gain. Micah 
reveals their sinful hearts, and in 
days of disaster, God will remain 
silent and ignore their pleas. 

Corrupt prophets (5–8)
Micah next confronts the 

religious leaders of Judah and 
Israel, contrasting himself with 
them. The false prophets use 
religion for their own purposes 
and for personal gain. They twist 
the message to give themselves 
an advantage. Terrorists and cult 
leaders take Scripture out of 
context for their own evil aims. 

There can be a fine line be-
tween genuine prophecy and 
prophetic pretending. The differ-
ence between false and genuine 
prophecy is found in faithful 
exegesis of God’s word and a 
heart/soul yielded to the Holy 
Spirit. 

The prophets Micah chas-
tised have no word from God, 
yet they prophesy in His name. 
They will be shamed and si-
lenced when God speaks to them 
no more. By contrast, Micah is 
filled with the Spirit of God and 
speaks only the Word given to 
him.

Responsibility declared 
(9–12)

All of Judah’s leaders are cor-
rupt. They are all bought and 
sold for a price. These leaders 
seek personal financial gain. 
In our time, parallels abound, 
whether in lawmakers swayed 
by lobbyist’s gifts and campaign 
contributions, or in ministers 
who preach a compromised 
message for mass appeal. 

The leaders of Micah’s day 
presume upon the Abrahamic 
covenant for their security, even 
while they ignore its require-
ments of integrity. About 150 
years later, Micah’s prophecy of 
Jerusalem’s destruction was on 
Jeremiah’s lips and fulfilled in 
the Babylonian invasion and de-
struction of Jerusalem.

Explore the Bible
L E S S O N S
Explore the Bible
L E S S O N S By Stefana Dan Laing

Laing is an associate professor at Beeson Divinity School in Birmingham, Alabama.
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COMMUNICATE GOD’S WORD
Deuteronomy 6:1–9

President Ronald Regan was nick-
named the Great Communicator. I 
think God is the one deserving of 
the title the Great Communicator. 
As someone stated, “The issue with 
communication is that we think it 
happened.” God communicated His 
word to us. He commands us to 
communicate His word with others. 

When we share God’s word ei-
ther through witness or teaching 
the Bible to others, we grow in our 
knowledge and ability to apply 
God’s word to our lives.

Obedience to God’s word 
benefits us and others. (1–3)
When I was a young Christian, I 

bought a book with the title “The 
Jesus Person Pocket Promise Book.” 
The book arranged numerous bibli-
cal promises into categories. I have 
never heard of a book that collects 
the commands of God. Yet, God 
promised to bless on the condition 
of obedience. 

Notice the progression in this 
passage. God commanded Moses 
to teach you, so that you (singular) 
may follow the commands. Keep-
ing them across generations (you, 
your son and your grandson) leads 
to generational blessings. Notice 
the conditions of blessedness: teach, 
follow, keep, listen, be careful to 
follow. 

Love for God compels us  
to trust and obey Him. (4–5)
Deuteronomy 6:4 is the key con-

fessional statement of the Hebrew 
people. The Hebrew people refer to 
this passage as the Shema, a term 
that means hear. God is one, and 
He alone must be worshiped. Wor-
ship of the one God results in unity 
among the people of God. God 
commanded all the Israelites to lis-
ten (a singular verb). Furthermore, 
the term your in your heart, your 

soul and your strength is a singular 
term. As individuals listen and love 
God, they become the unified and 
one people of God. 

Obedience of God’s people brings 
unity within God’s people. Jesus 
stated Deuteronomy 6:5 is the first 
and great commandment. It de-
scribes obedience to God based on 
love rather than mere duty.

Love for others compels  
us to share God’s word 

at every opportunity. (6–9)
God desires His words to dwell in 

the heart of believers. What dwells 
in our heart will influence every 
aspect of our being — when we 
sit, when we walk along a road and 
when we lie down or get up. 

This passage reminds us of the 
importance of teaching God’s word 
to our family. We are to teach God’s 
word repeatedly during activities 
such as when we sit, walk, lie down 
and get up. 

As we serve others with our 
hands, we are communicating God’s 
word. As we think God’s thoughts 
in our mind, we communicate God’s 
word. Sharing God’s word links 
back to loving God with all our 
heart, our soul and our strength. We 
share God’s word privately in and 
through our house as well as pub-
licly in the city gates — the location 
of business and politics. 

This passage describes a love that 
compels us to share God’s word 
outside the house of God. If we are 
honest, we perhaps need to confess 
that we attempt to share God’s word 
by a “y’all come to church” meth-
odology rather than a methodology 
of sharing the gospel in the public 
arenas of job, school and politics — 
the arena of our everyday lives. 

In the 1970s, a popular song in 
contemporary Christian music was 
titled, “Pass it On.” This Bible pas-
sage challenges believers in 2022 to 
pass it on.
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OBEY GOD’S WORD
James 1:19–27

Each generation develops its 
own slang. A common term 
today is live loud. According 
to a popular modern culture 
dictionary, the phrase live loud 
means living purposefully, lov-
ing others passionately, shining 
your light and inspiring others 
to do the same. In other words, 
live loud means to live and act 
on what we know and believe. 
Christians live loud as we obey 
the truths of Scripture. 

Respond to God’s Word 
with humility. (19–21)

A prerequisite to living loud 
is learning to listen. James 
challenges his readers first to 
understand. Being quick to 
listen precedes being slow to 
speak. The Greek term trans-
lated quick is “tach,” the term 
from which our word tachom-
eter derives. 

Listen fast and speak slow, 
James commanded. Speak af-
ter reflecting on what you will 
communicate to prevent anger. 
James is not attempting to give 
good relational advice; he com-
mands believers to do three 
things — be quick to hear, slow 
to speak, and slow to anger. 
Anger does not bring about 
righteousness (right living). 

What does bring about God’s 
righteousness? Ridding our-
selves of moral filth and evil is 
a requirement of receiving the 
implanted word that saves our 
souls. James’ words define the 
concept of repentance.

Obey the commands  
of Scripture without  

delay. (22–25)
In ancient cultures, people 

read out loud rather than si-
lently. 

The cost of producing an-
cient manuscripts was costly; 
therefore, spaces were not 
placed between words. Reading 
God’s word without living out 
His word deceives the reader of 
God’s word. 

James taught that reading 
God’s word out loud without 
living God’s word out loud is 
foolish. Being a hearer without 
being a doer is like a person 
looking at his face in the mirror 
without taking the time to cor-
rect his or her appearance. 

James highlighted three verbs 
to describe the proper way to 
read God’s word. Persevere in 
the Word, that is, continue in 
the Word. Do the Word. Read-
ing God’s word is important, 
yet James claims that doing the 
Word is more important. Allow 
the Word to judge your life. 

Receive the Word. Hear the 
Word. Obey (be doers of) the 
Word.

Our faith is worthless  
if our words and actions  

do not line up. (26–27)
James has discussed “hear-

ing the Word.” Now he shifts to 
“doing the Word.” James pro-
vides a contrast between two 
types of religion. One person 
thinks he is religious because 
he is faithful to religious wor-
ship services and activities. 

Religion in the sense of reli-
gious activities may be self-de-
ceptive, James argued. Religion 
that is limited to religious ac-
tivities is useless or worthless 
according to James. 

True, faithful, godly religion 
meets two tests: looking after 
people in distress and keep-
ing oneself unstained from the 
world.

Bible Studies for Life
L E S S O N S By Mark Rathel

Rathel is a professor at the Baptist College of Florida in Graceville, Florida.
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MEET THE REVIEWER
Michael Foust covers the in-

tersection of faith and entertain-
ment as a media reviewer for 

The Baptist Paper. He also is the 
husband of an amazing wife and 

the father of four young children.

EDITOR’S NOTE
Reviews of films, books, music 
or other media that appear in 
The Baptist Paper are intended 
to help readers evaluate current 
media for themselves, their 
children and grandchildren 
in order to decide whether to 
watch, read or listen. Reviews 
are not an endorsement by the 
writer or TAB Media Group.

By Michael Foust
The Baptist Paper

MEDIA REVIEWS
Silly song ‘Gobble Gobble’ serves as bridge to gospel

Christian musician Mat-
thew West has won 
multiple Dove Awards 
and an American Music 

Award and was nominated for five 
Grammys.

Even so, fans sometimes buy 
tickets to his concerts based on 
their enjoyment of a tune that 
likely won’t ever win any honors: 
“Gobble Gobble.” 

The official video for the 
Thanksgiving-themed silly song 
was released in fall 2020 and has 
tallied 3 million YouTube views. 
It depicts West wearing a turkey 
outfit and dancing around a table 
as he sings about cranberry jelly, 
gravy boats and dinner rolls. 

The video employs silly G-rated 
humor that attracts youngsters and 
parents alike and has served as a 
bridge for new fans to discover 
West’s Christian music. 

Used by God
“I’ve got kids coming to my 

shows now that actually found my 
real music by way of some of my 
goofy songs,” West said. “So you 
just never know how God might 
use a different part of your gifting 
in a unique way.”

The lyrics bemoan the dearth 
of Thanksgiving songs in popular 
culture and celebrate various types 

of food in silly song style: “I stick 
a straw in the gravy boat/ I’mma 
eat a dozen dinner rolls.” The cho-
rus is simple: “Gobble gobble one/
gobble gobble two/ gobble gobble 
me/ gobble gobble you.” 

Popular songs
“Gobble Gobble” is one of several 

popular silly songs West has written 
over the years. “Quarantine Life” 
(with more than 2.8 million You-
Tube views) expressed the feelings 
of lonely Americans in April 2020: 
“I think I might have had a birthday/
but I don’t know what month it is.”

He began singing silly songs, 
West recalled, when he was a new 
artist and didn’t have a record 
deal.

“I was an independent artist 
traveling around playing college 
campuses, and a lot of times the 
colleges would set me up in an 
area of the campus where there 
really wasn’t an audience,” West 
related. 

“People were just walking by, 
and so I would play my normal 

songs, and maybe one or two 
people would come. And then 
to try to get people’s attention, I 
would just start making up a song 
about some college kid who, you 
know, was stuffing doughnuts in 
his face or something. ... And the 

crowd would start to gather. And I 
always remembered that.

“Over the years, as my career 
has progressed, I started to realize 
how humor can play a really im-
portant role in music.”

Musicians “can take ourselves 
too seriously,” West admitted, 
and silly songs are a way to stay 
grounded and connected with fans.

Making people smile
“So I like to write funny songs 

just to make people smile,” he 
said. “It’s been really cool to see 
how even the funny songs have 
brought a smile to people’s faces 
during a tough time.”

YouTube screenshot
‘GOBBLE GOBBLE’

Facebook photo
MATTHEW WEST
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ACROSS
  1. I ___. (name of God)
  4. Father.
  6. A deity or idol.
  9. Fruit of the Spirit. 
  (Gal. 5:22)
13. Satan went ___ and  
  fro. (Job 1:7)
14.  Small, humanlike   
  mythical being.
15. Prefix of negation.
16. ___ from God the   
   Father. (Gal. 1:3)
18. Moses’ second   
  book. (abbr.)
19. ___, every one that  
   thirsteth. (Isa. 55:1)
20. ___ fell from Saul’s  
   eyes. (Acts 9:18)
23. Peter wrote ___ the  
   scattered Jews. 
  (1 Pet. 1:1)
24. I will ... have mercy  
  on ___. (Jer. 33:26)
25. Indefinite singular  
  article.
26. Hiram’s navy   
  brought this animal  
  to Solomon.   
   (1 Kings 10:22)
27. Traveled with   
  Rebekah.    
   (Gen. 24:59)
29. Ancient city.
31. The Spirit    
  descended in this 
  form. (Matt. 3:16)
33. This animal spoke 
  to Balaam. 
  (Num. 22:28)
34. In him is ___   
  darkness. 
  (1 John 1:5)
35. Used to kill Stephen.  
   (Acts 7:58)
37. Pilate found no ___  
  of death in Jesus. 
  (Luke 23:22)
39.  Relationship of   
  Martha and Mary to  
  Lazarus. (John 11:1)
41. ___ his money. 
  (Gen. 42:27)

42. Alternate spelling  
  of ark builder.
45.  Peleth’s son. 
  (Num. 16:1)
47. Year of the Lord. 
  (Latin abbr.)
48. Ye shall be ___ gods.  
   (Gen. 3:5)
49. Love thy ___. 
  (Matt. 5:43)

DOWN
  1. Albert. (short form)
  2. Something small in  
  the eye.
  3. King of Bashan. 
  (Num. 21:33)
  4. King of Assyria. 
  (2 Kings 15:19)
  5. Set your ___ on the  
  things above. 
  (Col. 3:2, plural)
  6. Fruit of the Spirit. 
  (Gal. 5:22)
  7. Gold. (Spanish)
  8. Eats.
10. A just and perfect  
  man. 
  (Gen. 6:9)
11. The pure in heart …  
  shall ___ God. 
  (Matt. 5:8)

12. Fruit of the Spirit. 
  (Gal. 5:22)
16. Sound in faith, in  
  charity, in ___. 
  (Titus 2:2)
17. Jesus was moved  
  with ___. (Matt. 9:36)
21. ___, Lord God! 
  (Jer. 4:10)
22. Ostrichlike bird.
25. Donkey.
26. Alabama. (abbr.)
28. Brought food to   
  Elijah. (1 Kings 17:6)
30. My soul ... ___ in 
  the Lord. (Ps. 34:2, 
  plural)
31. It is lawful to ___   
  well. (Matt. 12:12)
32. Face covering. 
  (Gen. 24:65, 
  modern spelling)
36. Golf ball supporter.
38. Opposite of down.
40. Lion’s call. (1 Pet. 5:8)
43. Name of an altar. 
  (Josh. 22:34)
44. See 3 down.
45. 21-verse prophet.  
  (abbr.)
46. If we say we have  
  ___ sin. (1 John 1:8)
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CHRISTIAN crossword
BOARD

CHARLOTTE

CHILDREN

CHINA

CHRISTMAS

COOKIES

COURAGEOUS

DETERMINED

DIGGS

EDMONIA

FAMINE

FLOOD

FOREIGN

FURLOUGH

GENEROSITY

JAPAN

LANGUAGES

LETTERS

LOTTIE

MISSION

MISSIONARY

MOON

OFFERING

OUTSPOKEN

PRANKSTER

PRAYER

REVIVAL

SHORT

SINGLE

SPIRITED

STARVED

TEA CAKE

TEACH

VIRGINIA

WAR

WEEK

WOMAN

WRITE

WORD search

EDITOR’S NOTE — This Lottie Moon-themed word search 
was created by Janet Erwin. Groups may reproduce it for 
use in Lottie Moon Christmas Offering promotions.

 All Bible verses are KJV unless otherwise specified.
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